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A Prayer 


By Wilhelmina D’Arcy 


GOD, strike thou the blow, 

That men may know 
In this brave strife "twixt wrong and right, 
Though men may wage a manly fight, 
Thine is the swift, unerring might ; 
Thy will determines fate. 


O God, guide thou the end, 

That men may mend 

In unbelieving day thtir thought 

That God, like man, ’gainst odJs has wrought. 


For thee there is no must or ought; 
Thou art the Potentate. 








New Theology and Barbarism 


“Germany” is not a name calculated to win the 
confidence of most people in these days. Yet a large 
part of the Christiati world to-day is blindly follow- 
ing Germany’s devilish teachings concerning the Bible. 
A brief statement about this was recently made by 
Oliver W. Van Osdel, D.D., pastor of the Wealthy 
Street Baptist Church, of Grand Rapids, Mich.; and 
it states certain facts so clearly that it is here given, 
in part, for readers of The Sunday. School Times: 
“The new theology has the ‘Made in Germany’ mark 
upon it. The pathos of the present distress-lies in 
the fact that not only the politicians and the mili- 
tarists,. but also the preachers and theologians, refuse 
to see that German theology stands back of German 
militarism and conditions it. If the churches in 
England, Scotland, and North America had entered 
the conflict against German rationalism fifty years 
ago, as loyalty to Christ demanded, this most de- 
structive and hideous of wars could never have oc- 
curred ; but instead of this they welcomed it and took 
it to their very hearts as though it were an angel 
from heaven, ahd now having sown to the wind they 
reap the whirlwind. The new theology has led Ger- 
many into barbarism, and it will lead any nation into 


the same demoralization. The new theology belittles 
our Lord Jesus Christ. It takes away his supernat- 
ural birth, his deity, his resurrection, and his atone- 
ment for sin. These great truths and the power .of 
Christ to regenerate and miraculously change men 
have Christianized the barbarous and brought the 
wonderful changes wrought among the heathen. Re- 
verse the order, take away the Bible as the Word of 
God, tell. men they do not need the blood of Christ 
and. the regeneration of.the Holy Spirit, and you lead 
the civilized back to barbarism.. This is no idle fancy, 
but is being demonstrated before our eyes to-day. 
And yet men who masquerade as schvlars and 
teachers in our universities and theological institu- 
tions*are blind to the facts before us and engaged 
to the extent of their ability to take away from men 
sin’s only remedy, and the world’s only hope. ‘The 
carnal mind is enmity against God.’ It is ‘not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be.’ How long 
will it be before our churches arise and shake off the 
Germanized teachers of the new theology, who are 
untaught by history, uninformed in science, ignorant 
of the Bible, and unregenerated by the Holy Ghost?” 


=x 
Ready to Go 


Drafted soldiers who are not yet called must be 
ready to answer the call, when it comes, at very short 
notice; .There is not time enough, after the call 
comes, to get ready to go; fhe getting ready must 
be done beforehand. So the drafted soldier, if he is 
wise, lives in a state of daily readiness for his call. 
He has been careful to attend to.a great many matters 
in advance, and has them well out of the way. 
Should the soldier of the Captain of gur Salvation be 
any less ready for Christ’s call? We Christians are 
not drafted; we .enter the service only of our. own 
free will. But having entered the.service, we belong 
to Him, and are subject to his instant call. A mis- 
sionary in Algiers, whose sister had joined him some 
years ago in his missionary work, writes to The Sun- 
day School Times of a lesson out of her life. Last 
spring she left the mission home, on a Saturday morn- 
ing, for a week-end rest with a fellow missionary. 
She developed an attack of virulent smallpox, and 
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What Is the Goal of 


NE of the most difficult problems of religion 
has always been the maintaining of a proper 
relation between the head and the heart; be- 
tween intellectual processes as a means and spiritual 
results as the end. A mental grasp of the facts about 
religion without a personal experience with God, 
through Jesus Christ, leads to no religion. at all, but 
tends to make cultute a deadly substitute for all re- 
ligion (James.2: 14-26). The problem becomes more 
intricate and delicate as knowledge increases ahd gen- 
eral culture advances. The more evident distinctions 
between religious experience and mere ethical culture 
disappear as high ethical standards become commonly 
accepted, as they are to-day. Therefore caution was 
never more needed than it is to-day, in connection 
with a recent developfnent in the field of religious 
education, which is set forth in a recently published 
volume as “a survey of a non-sectarian movement to 
encourage Bible study.” It deserves the careful at- 
tention, of all lovers of ‘the Word, and of the evan- 
gelical faith.”2 
In the opening chapter the author deals with the 
long-time perplexing problem. of the relation of the 
Bible to the public schools. The supreme value of the 
Brble as the “moral code and religious manual of the 
majority of the-American people,” and as the “most 


valuable one source of inspiration toward a religious: 


life and religious conduct,” is clearly pointed out; 
with the additional fact that it “contains treasures of 
history, biography, and literature, in kind and quality 
net to be found in any other book.” Notwithstanding 
this commonly accepted view of the Bible, the author 
notes that there is a lamentable ignorance of the 





4School and College-Credit fer Outside Bible Study, by 
oan Ashton Woed (World. Book ‘Company, Yonkers-on- 
udson). 


. 


twelve days later the Lord had taken her to be with 
him. Although she had left the mission home. ex- 
pecting to return after three days, there was not a 
thing in the household left unfinished. She supposed 
she had laid her work aside just.for the moment; her 
Lord and Master was able to set his seal upon it as 
completed, and could call her to the “very far better” 
life. It is possible to keep “caught up” in our work. 
Such living honors our Lord if we are to be spared 
to stay on and work for years. But it will give added 
blessing to eur meeting with him, whether that is to 
be ours through our going or through His coming. 


<— 


Are You an Israelite ? 


Envied of all men, some day, will be the Jews. 
God has pledged his, word to make them the agen | 
people of this earth; and God always keeps his wor 
(Zech. 8:23). That day will come when Jesus, the 
King of the Jews, has returned in glory to this earth 
and has re-established the throne of David, having 
made himself known to the nation that once rejected 
him, but that will then recognize and receive him as 
Saviour, Messiah, and King. Meantime every one 
can be an Israelite who wants to be; and every one 
ought to be. At a Zionist Mass Meeting held in 
Los Angeles last January, Mr. William E. Black- 
stone, that veteran Christian layman who has done 
more, probably,.than any other man in our gener- 
ation to bring before the nations and Christians God’s 
purposes for the Jew, was invited to make an address. 
In the notable word that he spoke at that time, to 
both the Jews and the Gentiles before him, he said 
this: “I wish all of you Gentiles were true Israel- 
ites in your religious life; and I wish all.of you Jews 
were true Christians.” The Gentile who is a true 
Christian is a true Israelite ; for “Know therefore that 
they that are of faith, the same are sons of Abra- 
ham”; because “Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned unto him for righteousness” (Gal. 3:6, 7). 
Faith in God, and in what he says about his Son 
Jesus Christ; makes one an Israelite indeed. The 
Gentile who believes in Christ is a’‘truer Israelite than 
any Jew, son of Abraham after the flesh, who rejects 
his own God-given Messiah, Jesus. 


Religious Education ? 


Book, which is not confined to those indifferent to its 
value. This fault is charged directly to the exclusion 
of the Bible from the public schools, which is con- 
sidered “ridiculous” when it is remembered how im- 
portant a part of world literature the Bible is. And 
yet the conclusion is reached that “it is yet imprac- 
ticable to introduce the Bible into the public school 
curriculum, even as literature.” And, quoting from 
another, the author states that “it may be admitted, 
once for all, that for the present generation at least, 
Biblical instruction by teachers in the public schools 
is a matter of impossibility.” 

But this conclusion, he goes on, no longer ends the 
matter; “state, church, and parents are all concerned ~ 
in the welfare and education of the child. The state 
desires good citizens; the church desires consecrated 
Christians.” “Leaders of both state and church edu- 
cational systems are awakening to the problem of re- 
ligious education as a common responsibility.” “The 
demand has become widespread -for an organized cor- 
relation of all educational forces for moral and re- 
ligious ends.” Many efforts have been made in this 
direction in the last few years,—vacation Bible 
schools, the Gary plan of co-ordination, and. finally 
the plan. of co-operation through the giving of credits 
in the public schools for Bible study pursued in the 
church schools or elsewhere. From the second chap- 
ter on the author presents the origin, application, and 
development of this latte? plan, which is now being 
followed, in at least a part of the schools, in more 
than thirty states and provinces, and is about to be 
initiated in several others, and for which he claims 
that “a solution has been found for one of the most 
vexatious problems of American life.” 

This plan for Bible study is shown to be simply a 
part of the general movement, rapidly - spreading 
among the public schools, of giving credit for outside 
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work of many kinds. For connote, Superintendent 
S. R. Shear, of the public schools of Po eepsie 
N. Y., stated in his annual rt to the do 
‘Education (March, 1915), “If a child prepares a 
meal, makes a bed; mops a floor, does the ironing or 
washing, cares for a baby, builds a fire, goes on an 
errand, or does any one of the thousand things that 
children are called upon to do, it is just as respectable 
and just as much a part of education as the study of 
Greek or Latin. If children could have credit for 
these home duties they would have more respect for 
their parents, and more respect for labor, and they 
would at the same time do better school work.” He 
reported later that as the year advanced he was more 
fully persuaded of the value of this line of work, and 
that it was “probably the most important forward 
move we have made this year.” Examples are given 
of at least fifteen states-and cities where similar 
credits are given. In view of this development in 
the public schools, “ought there to be any hesitation 
about giving credit for Bible study?” 

Although the plan has had a great variety of ap- 
plication in the different states, its essential features 
are few and simple’ “The public or state schools 
simply recognize the cultural value of Bible study 
and grant academic recognition therefor, leaving 
to the church the opportunity and responsibility of 
interpreting the Bible as it chooses.” “The teacher 
interprets the Bible according to the tenets of the 
particular church with which the class or the mem- 
bers may be connected. The public school authorities 
concern themselves only with the attainments made 
by the students in the geograpl.i +1, historical, and 
literary aspects of the Bible.” The public school sat- 
isfies itself as to the academic attainment of the 
apne by outlining or approving the courses of study, 

y preparing the examination questions, and by grad- 
ing the results. The state school also expects that the 
teachers who conduct Bible study for credit shall 
have a scholastic preparation for their work corre- 
sponding to that required of the teachers in the pub- 
lic school who handle the same grade of pupils. How- 
ever, the courses are cendueted by the various relig- 
ious bodies, are entirely voluntary or elective, and 
the public school simply “encourages” the pupils to 
do the Bible work by offering credits. when it is 
worthily done. 

The author is careful to point out that “this is no 
more a Christian movement than it is a religious 
movement. Credit is to be given for creditable Bible 
study pursued by Christian or Hebrew.” That is, the 
movement itself is simply Biblical and “educational, 
and Biblical only to the extent of recognizing the 
historical and literary value. of the Bible for pur- 
poses of general culture. Emphasis is laid on the fact 
that at last a plan has been devised whereby the pub- 
lic schools can co-operate in Biblical instruction with 
every type of religious body in the country, without 
in any way seeming to favor, or actually offending, 
any one of the numerous bodies; and a plan which 
really involves no co-operation of the religious bodies 
with each other (further than in the one fact of con- 
senting to be all alike recognized by the public school 
system), and therefore runs no risk of arousing anew 
the sectarian differences which have been the long- 
time hindrance to combining Biblical instruction with 
public education. 

Advantages of the plan are enumerated, and it is 
said: “One of the most significant results of the plan 
wherever adopted is that it raises the standard of 
qualification for teachers in church schools.” As fur- 
nishing an incentive for more serious Bible study one 
testifies, ““We never had classes do more serious and 
more satisfactory work.” And another, “The stu- 
dents study the Bible as never before in the history 
of our school.” 

Most significant is the reported action of educa- 
tional and religious organizations relative to the plan. 
The Religious Education Association, the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association, several State Sun- 
day-School Associations, the Council of Church 
Boards of Education, and several individual Church 
Boards of Education, have already endorsed the plan 
and have taken steps to promote it. We are told fur- 
ther that “there is absolutely no objection which can 
be raised against the plan of co-operation between 
the public schools and the church schools by secular- 
ists or religionists, on either legal or denominational 
grounds.” The plan appeals as much to the Jew as 
to the Christian; many leading Catholics and Jewish 
Rabbis are active in promoting it and in teaching the 
classes for credit. Objections raised and answered 
are: “The plan sterilizes religious training.” “There 
is no religion in it.” To which it is replied that the 
teacher is at perfect liberty to put into it all the re- 
ligicn he desires; the state neither adds nor extracts 
any, but simply.encourages, by recognizing the work 
as a part of education and helps raise the standard 
by offering credit. 

Detailed directions are given on how to prepare 
for the introduction of the plan into any community 
or state, and the mode of procedure. The conclusion 
of the entire survey is: “There is no reason why 
this plan ‘to create a church system of religious edu- 
cation parallel to the state system of education’ 
should not be generally applied.” “The movement can 
be said to have passed the experimental stage and to 
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| Are You Having Victory To-day ? | 


“Christ . . . over his house; whose 
house are we” (Heb. 3 +6). Shall 








have been proved a success.” “The educational chasm 
between church and state has been successfully 
bridged.” 

The bibliography and appendices, which occupy the 
concluding eighty-six pages of the volume, offer 
fullest facility for further study of the subject, and 
give in detail the courses of study in use under the 
plan in various states,.and also camples of the ex- 
amination questions used, making altogether, as Dr. 

ires remarks in the introduction, “a vivid picture 
of the situation” as it existed in the fall of 1916. 
Mr. Wood has done his work exceedingly well, merit- 
ing the gratitude of all workers in the field of re- 
ligious education. 

Is this plan for religious education sound? May it 
safely have the unreserved approval of evangelical 
Christians? 

The results of the plan upon the study of the Bible 
as history and literature, and for purely cultural pur- 
poses, seem all favorable according to the evidence 
submitted. But its influence upon vital religion is not 
discussed. And with this the Christian believer is 
deeply concerned. 

(Continued on page 430) 
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Honesty in Religious Education 


It is not fair to purport to teach one thing when we 
intend to teach another. While there are some advo- 
cates of the so-called “modern” viewpoint in religion 
who are utterly frank in their abandonment of the 
evangelical position, it is much more common to find 
reluctance on the part of such teachers to let their 
views be fullyyknown. The question may be fairly 
asked as to whether this is simple honesty. 

_A startling case of this occurred last year in an 
evangelical church in the Middle West. The facts 
have come to The Sunday School Times through a 
letter written by the pastor of that church to another 
pastor and well-known Bible teacher, a wa-m friend 
of this paper. The names and localities are not given 
in the letter as here published, but.the facts are 
vouched for. That an evangelical church, trusting 
and honoring the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
could have such an experience should deepen the se- 
riousness of all Christians in this day of unbelief and 
apostasy. The letter is as follows: i 


“Dr. X, director of the Evangelistic Band of the 
Young People’s Guild of University, suggested 
that the Band come to my church for a week-end 
campaign. We gladly accepted the suggestion, and 
confidingly, prayerfully, and earnestly began to pre- 
pare for their coming. 

“Eleven came, ten students and Dr. X. They were 
full of energy and purpose. While their talks were 
full of funny jokes and ‘slams’ at each other, yet we 
were not seriously troubled, because they evidently 
had serious aims. We noticed that they put the loud 
pedal on social service, good living, and simplicity in 
creed. They also urged the importance of Christian 
living. Assuming that they meant by Christian living 
what we did, we were in accord with their messages. 
But we noticed that not-one of them prayed in the 
name of Christ. In view of ‘their frequent references 
to Christian teachings and Christian living, we still re- 
fused to entertain any serious criticism. 

“Up to after the: Sunday: morning service, the 
speaking had been done almost entirely by the stu- 
dents. In Sunday-school the Band: members took 
charge of the classes and groups of'smaller classes. 
Dr.-X took charge of the Baraca class, with about fifty 
in attendance. By this time two or three insistent inter- 
rogations forced themselvés upon my mind. I de- 
cided therefore t6 hear Dr. X’s message to the Baraca 
class. There I: found him. going ‘on high’ along 
the road of modernism. The Bible was being treated 
with severity and adroitness. All the powers of his 
ready speech, pleasing manner, scholastic attainment, 
and genuine earnestness made a deep impression on 
the men. When the class adjourned I heard a young 
man, who is reported of skeptical inclinations, say to 
Dr. X, ‘That’s what I believe in.’ 

“Then some of my insistent questions: could not be 
denied longer. I asked Dr. X, after the rest had gone, 
whether the omission of the name. of Christ from the 
Band’s prayers was intentional. Like a blow in the 





- Then, he evidently . decided 
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face I received the answer, ‘Not in all cases.’ I asked 


whether it was in his case. 


rie stood in silence for 
some seconds as though 


debating how to one 


; that. a 
statement was the best thing. = &. 

“For half an hour, with the fervor of an apostle 
and the kindness of a brother, he amazed me. He 
told me of his Baptist Sang home, his educa- 
tional itinerary through William Jewell, Rochester 

inary, Chicago, Scotland, and Germany, where he 
emerged with a Unitarian belief. i 
now classed Jesus with oth. great teachers, like 
Buddha, ‘Confucius, Mohammed, Greek Y peers vsing 
and Jewish rabbis. He said that he did not believe 
in the pre-existence or the deify of Christ, nor the 
ew or propriety-of praying in the name of 
esus. 

“I cannot descrike my feelings. “I felt as though 
I was standing beside the corpse of my brother. For 
the next ten or fifteen. minutes I urged him to re- 
turn to his forsaken and newly crucified Lord. Then 
we knelt, he praying a Christless prayer and I in the 
name of the only Mediator, the only begotten Son of 
God. In a daze I went to a late dinner, never dream- 
neo the possibility of what was waiting for me at 
night. 

eT had plainly told Dr. X that I and my people were 
conservative in belief. It never occurred to me that 
he would enter my pulpit and preach a Unitarian ser- 
mon after my frank statements on that subject. But 
to my agony he did that very thing. He outlined the 
way of salvation as he conceived it. His plan of sal- 
vation comprised two points—seek pardon from our 
Heavenly Father, and. be fair to other people. Christ’s 
pee in his plan was conspicuous for its absenee. 

e declared that the notion of salvation through the 
sacrificial death of Christ grew out of a Jewish cus- 
tom wherein a by was dug, a strong roof of branches 
put over it, and the penitent placed beneath. Then a 
bullock was slain over the pit and the blood trickled 
down through the branches on the.man below. Thus 
we were taught, by inference, that the basis of the 
Christian atonement is nothing more than an obscure 
rite invented by the Jews. 

“I had not intended to speak, but loyalty to my 
crucified Saviour and Lord .would not permit my 
silence. Substantially I said: ‘Many good things 
have been said during the last three days. I trust 
that many of you have been moved to get right with 
God and men. But I want to say with all emphasis 
that if you have imagined that salvation except 
through faith in the Son. of God, Jesus Christ, is pos- 
sible, you will be bitterly disappointed. “He ‘who: said 
‘without me ye can do nothing,’ is our only hope. In 
the sacrificial death of His only begotten Son, the 
Father has provided the only way of salvation.’ 

“After the benediction, I turned 'to Dr. X, and said: 
‘Dear Doctor, with all kindness and frankness I want 
to say that the next time you arrange for a week- 
end campaign, if it be with a Unitarian church you 
will be under no obligation to tell the pastor before- 
hand what you are going to preach in his pulpit; but 
if it is an evangelical church, every dictate of honor, 
courtesy, and fairness demands that you inform the 
pastor as'to the pith of the message you propose to 
bring to his people.’ 

“Dr. X-has the right to believe anything he pleases 
regarding fundamentals; but I deny the right of any 
man to come into my pulpit, under the name of my 
denomination, and preach Unitarianism, bringing u 


,” 


not the Cross.but the ‘double cross. . 


x<— 
How Many Christian College Presidents ? 


Having made the statement (in the Buffalo Express) 
that “probably a great majority” of the college presi- 
dents of to-day were Christians, an atheistic writer 
contes back, “Yes, if he calls ten percent a great ma- 
jority.’ 

Can you give me any figures as to this matter—or tell 
me where to find them?—A New York Layman. 


The Sunday School Times’ has néver seen. statistics 
or information on this interesting subject. If by 
“Christian” we mean what the New Testament means, 
one who has been born again by_belief in Jesus Christ 
‘as the Son of God and the only Saviour of men,— 
their Saviour through dying as their Substitute and 
paying the death penalty of their sins,—it seems far 
from probable that “a great majority of the college 
presidents of to-day” are such. . As already an- 
nounced, The Sunday School Times is expecting to 
publish some rather startling articles by a recent uni- 
versity graduate on the subject, “Our Pasig Univer- 
sities.” Christian people generally may have not rec- 
ognized that the teaching in many of our colleges and 
universities to-day is frankly and intentionally pagan. 
The forthcoming articles will give typical facts. 

But there are college presidents to-day who are true 
Christians. The Sunday School Times will welcome 


a word from any of these who may read these words, » 


or from any of its readers naming any such college 
presidents .concerning whose religious belief the 
reader has definite, first-hand knowledge. From in- 
formation thus received it may be possible to give 
readers of The Sunday School Times a further .word 
that will be illuminating and valuable. 
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rr WAS all over a ie He was ‘ie. Si orn_and «- 
pride of his father’s heart. He had re d school » 
age, and had been one year in the. reach school. 


His father wanted him to develop as Jesus. did—‘*i a 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with 


men.” Observation revealed that the public a Ret ) 


had their limitations, and that such symmetrical de- 
velopment as was desired could not be secured in 
them. Classes were necessarily large and individual 
instruction impractical; the Bible could not be taught, 
for political reasons. To supplement the school’s 
work by home instruction had been found inade- 
uate. He was not willing that his boy should go 


through the memory period of his life without storing 


up in his mind as much of the Word of God as Possi- 
ble. What was to be done? 

It was on his knees, as he prayed for wisdom, that 
a solution to the problem came. Why should not the 
church conduct a day-school in which daily Bible 
study, and a limited number in the classes, to allow 
individual instruction, should be its distinguishing 
features? God had spoken; he acted. 

After consultation with others similarly interested 
the situation and the suggestion as it had come were 
laid before the officers of the church. Under their 
supervision the schcol was opened the following fall, 
and has continued with gratifying success until now. 
A committee of the officers constituted the board of 
trustees; it réports monthly to, and its vacancies are 
filled annually by, that body. 

It was determined that the school should be, from 
the very first, the best possible from an educational 
standpoint, That this end has been realized is proved 
by the unqualified commendation of the highest edu- 
cational authorities in the state. 

At first only two grades were provided for; gradu- 
ally others were added until now for several years 
the school has offered courses to pupils of both sexes 
in the Elementary School (first to the fifth grades 
inclusive), and in the Junior High School (sixth and 
seventh grades), and to girls only in the Senior High 
School (four grades). The courses are standardized, 
and the character of the work done is attested by the 
fact that the graduates are certificated to the leading 
women’s colleges of the United States. 

The unique feature of the school, in fact, its rea- 
son for existence, is the course in the Bible. Every 
pupil, regardless of religions affiliation, is given daily 
Bible instruction. This is, of course, properly graded 
—beginning with stories suited to the six-year-old, 
and advancing to inductive book studies by.the Senior 
High School girl. But throughout the whole series of 
studies the one aim is to present to the growing child 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. s is done 
without denominational bias, but with full Gospel em- 
phasis. And this. regardless of the fact that the 
clientele of the school includes not only Presbyteri- 
ans but members of many other evangelical denomi- 
nations; and also Roman Catholics, Jews, and Chris- 
tian Scientists. Parents are informed of this through 
the catalogue and by personal interview; and re- 
quests on the part of some of the patrons belonging 
to the last-mentioned religious sects that their chil- 
dren be excused from the Bible studies have been 
emphatically denied. Every pupil must study the 
Bible every day regardless of his or her parents’ re- 
ligious affiliation. 

The school is fortun te in having as its Bible 
teacher Mrs. S. H. Askew, who this year became one 
of the lesson writers of The Sunday School Times, 
and who is a woman of deep spirituality, thorough 
Bible knowledge, splendid personality, and wonderful 
tact. Her life conforms to her instruction; eternity 
only can measure the extent of her influence on these 
developing lives. 

The controlling purpose of the school is the sym- 
metrical development of the pupil. To make each 
pupil four-square is the stheoke aim. Not only the 
best mental development possible, not only the proper 
opportunities for spiritual growth, but also due at- 
tention to the physical and social sides of the child’s 
life. Therefore an efficient, trained. physical instruc- 
tor gives her whole time to looking after the health 
of ‘the pupils. At the opening of school each year 
every pupil is carefully examined by the physical in- 
structor, and proper records are made. Anything 
abnormal is referred to the medical examiner, who 
in turn informs the parents of the defects, that they 
may seek the advice of their own physicians. It is 
surprising to know how many defects are found in 
children. who come from the best families and who 
have had the best of care all their lives. Curvatures 
of the spine, adenoids, tonsils, refractive errors of the 
eye, and faulty nutrition are the most common. Daily 
exercises aré given to aid physical development, and 
organized play to develop muscle and character. Cor- 
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the iment stage. It seems to Sun- 
day Sahel Tienes ons of the best solutions of 
the problem of religious education that has ever 
been found, for its simplicity and practical value. 
Dr. Hull in a letter to the Editor says: “I trust 
that the results of our church day-school will 
be the development of many such schools. all 
over the country, as I am quite sure from ex- 
perience one could be maintained in every city 
of at least twenty-five thousand inhabitants.” . 
What about trying it in your city? 





rective exercises are employed, as far as possible, for 
straightening postural defects. -To this end also the 
school equipment has been selected in the way of the 
most approved adjustable desks, etc. There are also 


_open-air school-rooms, modified to suit the school’s 


needs. And, of course, careful attention is given to 
ventilation, lighting, and heating. There are also 
provisions made for {rst aid to emergency cases. 

The social development is provided for in the 
school entertainments; in the discriminating elimina- 
tion of undesirable pupils; and, best of all, in the 
careful selection of. the faculty ; for we believe that 
the best culture comes from daily association with 
cultured Christian characters. The first requisite in 
the selection of a teacher is that she must be an 
earnest Christian. Preference is given to Presby- 
terians; but it so happens that the majority of the 
teachers have belonged to other denominations. 

The public has shown its approval of the efforts 
made by its patronage. Reference has already been 
made to the variety of. religious sects represented 
among the school’s patrons. Bou ginning with thirteen 
pupils and one teacher, the first year’s enrolment 
reached twenty-one; healthy growth has brought it 
to an enrolment of two hundred and fifty and a 
faculty of sixteen. 

As it was an experiment, the board of trustees for 
several years assumed all financial responsibility, per- 
sonally guaranteeing the church against any financial 
loss. Not one of them has ever been called on to 
pay a penny. It has not only been self-supporting, 
but has paid the church all that has been asked of it 
—over $1,200 last year to the current expenses of the 
church, as that was the amount estimated. by the 
officers as the school’s proportion of these expenses. 
In addition to this it has added to the church property 
abeut $5,000 worth of improvements which the church 
would have had to pay for otherwise. These ex- 
penses have been met by the tuition of the pupils, 
which was placed as nearly at cost as can be esti- 
mated. All the profits each year have been used in 
the betterment of the equipment for the school and 
church. - 

The church has subsequently assumed financial re- 
sponsibility, but the school funds are still managed, 
as in the past, by the board of trustees. 

Many regard this as the finest piece of work: this 





The unique, inspired authority and infallibility of the 
entire Bible as the Word of God. 


The deity of Jesus Christ, different in kind a as well as 
in degree from any so-called “ divinity" of man. 


The lost condition of all men by nature, as the result 
of Adam's fall. 


The substitutionary death of Christ as the only way 
of salvation for all men, that galvation to be received 
by simple faith in His finished and sufficient work. 


The virgin birth of Jesus Christ. 
The resurrection of the body. 
The personality of the Holy Spirit. 
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very active church is doing. It is certainly one of its 
most effective services. Its history demonstrates the 
possibilities in scores of churches in the cities of this 
country. It certainly solves in the best way the much- 
mooted question of the Bible in the schools. At first 
it excited unfriendly criticism, but it has won its 
way; for it was born of God, in prayer, and has been 
continued in prayer. It is getting back to first prin- 
ciples when the church —f the school are one and 
the same—the building being used for worship on 
Sunday and for instruction during the rest of the 
week. May many other churches undertake this min- 
istry for the young people in the name of the Saviour 
and Lord and Great Teacher. 

The Bible Course arranged for the Elementary 
School of the North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
by Mrs. S. H. Askew is this: 


Grave 1—Stories: The World God Made fort Our 
Home, the First Home, the First Man and Woman, 
the First Sin, the First Quarrel, the Great Flood, the 
High Tower, Abraham the Traveler, Some Bible 
Children, Stories about Jesus, the last three being 
told in series. 

Memory PASSAGES FOR GRADE I: Selected verses 
on love, light, praise, children’s duties, etc.; Psalms 
23 and 117; Luke 2: 7-14 (Christmas) ; Mark 16: 1-8 
(Easter) ; Mark 10: 13-16; Nature verses. 


GrapvE 2—Stories: Abraham’s Son, Twin Brothers, 
Joseph’s Life (series); Stories about Jesus (mira- 
are) : Stories Told by Jesus (parables). 

EMORY PassaGEs; Review of all Memory Work 
for Grade 1; Alphabet of Bible Verses; oe 100, 
117, 121; Luke 2: 7-20. 


GrapbE 3—Stories: Life of Moses (series); Build- 
ing of Tabernacle (with model); Stories of Jesus 
aiter His Resurrection. 

Memory Passaces: Review of Grades 1 and 2; 
Psalm 103: 1-10; Ten Commandments; Beatitudes; 
Mark 11: 1-10, and Matthew 21: 12-16. 


Grave 4—Stories: Life of David and Jonathan 
(series) ; Stories of Jesus’ Disciples (Gospels) ; Sol- 
omon’s Reign ; Building of the Temple (picture). 

Memory PAssAGEs: Review of Commandments ; 
Psalms 1, 24, 67, 103: 1-13; Books of Bible in order 
and in groups; Matt. 2:1-6; Luke 2: 40-52; Matt. 
28 : I-10, 

GrabdE 5—Stories: Joshua, The Judges, Saul and 
Samuel, Elijah and Elisha, Stories about Jesus 
(Acts), all in series. 

Memory Passaces: Review of Commandments; 
Matt. 5: 1-20 afid 43-48; Psalms 15, 103 (all); 149 
(18 verses, selected) ; Matt. 2: 1-12; Matt. 28 (all); 
Review of the Books of the Bible. 


Grave 6, or Junior High School I—Stories: The 
Divided Kingdom History of Jerusalem (both in 
series) ; Jeremiah; Geography of the Old and New 
Testaments «(maps). 

Memory PassaGes: Psalms 27, 46, 84, 122, 104 
(part) ; Prov.'3: 1-18; Matt. 2 (all); Matt. 28 (re- 
view, all) ; Luke 15 (all). 

GrabeE 7, or Junior Hfgh School II—Stories: Nehe- 
miah, Ezra, Daniel, Esther, Outline History of the 
Jews. (note-books made in class). 

Memory Passaces: Matt. 6 (all); Matt. 7 (all); 
— 20 (all); Psalms 2, 8, 19, 148; Josh. 1: 5-9; 

om. 12, or 1 Cor. 13 (all of each). 


.Other Memory Passages used when the course runs 
short,of the time .and ability of any class are: 
Psalms 90, 91, 51, 32, 16, 139; Isa. 53, 55; James 1 
and 3, in part; John 14, in part; Luke 24, ‘and 11 in 
part; and some of the parables ; Deut. 4: 32-39 and 
32: 1-12; Ruth 1: 16, 17. 

The Bible Course for Girls’ High School, arranged 
likewise by Mrs. Askew, follows: 


Crass I—Perspective of Old Testament History, 
studied by making a complete chart, in class, placing 
periods, books, characters, leading dates, places, etc. 

Same kind of study of the complete New Testa- 
ment, with chart, etc: 
ae Preparatory Reading of Esther, Nehemiah, 

aniel. 


Crass I1I—Comparative study of the four Gospels; 
purposes, characteristics, etc. 

Thorough study of Gospel by Mark, as example of 
book-study; memorizing chapter names, paragraph 
names (discussed and selected in class), until able to 
“think through” the book, as well as gaining appre- 
ciation of its special values in the fourfold life of 
Christ. 

College Preparatory Reading in the Pentateuch. 

Crass III—A chronological Life of Jesus, from the 
four Gospels, using journey maps, charts made in 
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class, outline note-books kept in class, with emphasis 
always on the character of Jesus, founded on an ac- 
curate knowledge of His words and actions, using 
Luke’s Gospel largely. 
College Reading in Joshya and Judges and Ruth. 
Crass IV—A thorough study of the Life of Paul 
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along the same lines as the study of Christ's life, 
using the Acts and certain parts of Paul’s Epistles. 
This study is preceded by a brief one of the first 
apostolic church, in Acts. , 

College Reading in the books of Samuel and Kings. 


ATLANTA, Ga. 
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Mercy at the Front 


By Annie Hamilton Donnell 












for—for over youngs.. | guess perhaps— 

maybe—you—” It was difficult to say it po- 

Women-persons so often objected to being 
considered at all old—there were a oe many 
women-persons in Joseph’s family, so he knew. 

The pleasant lady on the minister’s porch laughed. 

“Oh, I’m an over young!” she said. “Way over, 
out of sight! Here are thirteen cents. I'll take two 
old tickets and one for Bobbie-Minister. He’s seven 
—aren’t you, Bobbie? . So he’ll get in.on.a three-cent 
ticket. We will invite Mrs. Minister to go with us, 
Bobbie.” 

“It’s in our barn,” explained Joseph, “but we’ve 
cleared up everything beautifully. It’s for the benefit 
of the Red Cross, you know. Ali o’ the—the pro- 
ceedings, every cent.” He put out a small brown 
hand suddenly and caressed the great dog at his side. 
“He's the starrest actor. Mercy is. e’ve named 
him ‘Mercy’ in the play—you'll see why.” 

“What. is his name in -private life?” inquired the 
stranger gravely. . 

“Oh, he’s Emperor outside o’ the play. We thought 
we better change it—” 

“Oh, yes—yes, indeed. Mercy is a beautiful name 
for a Red Cross benefit play. I should think he 
would rather be ‘Mercy’ always. Ask him if he 
wouldn’t.” ’ 

The big dog’s intelligent eyes seemed weighing the 
relative merits of old names and new; the big tail 
wagged meditatively. 

“Well,” Joseph said, “I don’t know but we've 
‘trained him now so he’s forgot what his—his maiden 
name was. We've been training him a good while, 
you see,” 

The tickets and money interchanged, Joseph and 
his dog moved away down the ministe ’s front path. 
At the gate the boy turned. 

“It’s a Red Cross play, too, besides being for the 
benefit of. There’s going to be—” 

“Oh, Joseph, please don’t tell me! I want it to be 
a nice surprise. We'll be there promptly at two 
o'clock.” 

And promptly at two the stranger-guest and the 
minister’s wife and Bebbie-Minister entered the big 
cleared-up barn at Joseph’s and were given beautiful 
front seats in the row of wooden chairs. There was 
a platform but no curtain. The scenery was all “set” 
—three’cot beds in a row, very white and neat. In 
one lay a patient very patiently. Joseph himself was 
dressed in a linen duster as the nearest approach to 
a surgeon’s coat, and there were three lovely little 
nurses in white, with conspicuous crosses of red on 
the fronts of their trim white caps. A table with a 
white cover, a shelf of many bottles and glasses, a 
general and not-to-be-mistaken appearance of a-hos- 
pital ward. At one side ofethe platform Mercy slert 
peacefully. : 

The chairs filled up rapidly. It was time to begin. 
Then Surgeon Joseph advanced to the front and 
made a fluttered little speech to the audience. 

“1 hope you haven't any o’ you noticed the—the 
scenery much. We couldn't have a curtain very well 
—just a imaginary one that’ will now be drawn, .an’ 
the play begin. Ladies an’ gentlemen-—I ‘mean if 
there were gentlemen—this is a play called ‘Mercy 
at the Front.’ He is a very good actor but of course 
he is a.dog.an’ you can’t always tell. The audience 
will please to make the best of him an’ not criticize. 
Before the play really starts I will whistle the Star 
Spangled Banner.” 

With one accord the audience rose as Joseph had 
been sure it would; he had decided not to request it 
but just to trust everybody. Mercy, the star actor, 
rose, too, and stood quietly till the last whistled strain 
ceased. 

“Now the curtain is drawn and we will begin. 
Please everybody sit down.” 

Instantly Joseph was no longer Joseph, but a 
surgeon in a linen dust—@ surgeon’s coat. The pa- 
tient patient in the cot groaned and one of the 
lovely little nurses hurried to his side. Another 
bustles about among the bottles on the shelf. 

“Orderly!” called the surgeon sharply, and a brisk 
attendant appeared and saluted carefully. 

“Orderly, please get Mercy ready for a—a raid on 
No Man’s Land to find. the woundeds for us. There 
has been a battle. Put on his water-bottle, orderly, 
an’ his Red Cross blanket.” 
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litely. 


. as the orderly had done. 


“Yes, sir—I mean yes, your honor—I mean—” 

“Surgeon-Gen’ral,” prompted a mere shred of a 
whispering voice. 

“Yes, Surgeon-Gen’ral,” saluting 
pains. “Here, Mercy, Mercy, Mercy—here, sir! 
still, sir.” 

A blanket with a big red cross on either side was 
fastened upon the shaggy back and a bottle tied under 
his throat. 

“Now go find a wounded, Mercy. Find—a— 
wounded! Bring back his cap to show us.” 

The dog darted away between the chairs of the au- 
dience and was lost to sight, but not for long. 
Presently he was back with a cap in his mouth. To 
the audience, looking on, he seemed almost to salute 
Very earnestly the big 


again with great 
and 


tail wagged back and forth. 

“He has found some one. 
Gentle, you come with us. 
Mercy. Show—the—way !” 

The audience waited silently. In the ward-the pa- 
tient groaned and the remaining nurses ministered to 
him. Then one of them busied herself getting a cot 
ready for Mercy’s “wounded.” 

From some outside “No Man’s Land” they brought 
the stretcher in, with its quiet burden. Mercy walked 
gravely by its side. He had acted his star-part per- 
fectly. The audience broke suddenly into soft 
cheering. 

The little play went on to its happy ending, when 
all the patients. were discharged cured. 

“The play is over,” Joseph, divest d of}. s uniform, 
announced at length. ‘“We’ve had a very -pleas—I 
mean I hope you've had a very pleasant occasion. 
a a bow to ’em, Mercy, then you shall have a 

one. 
wonderful dog. I guess there isn’t any other Red 
Cross dog knows more than he does. I guess he’s 
the smartest one anywhere!” 

The stranger lady who had come with Bobbie-Min- 
ister and the minister’s wife rose suddenly in her 
front seat. 

“Oh, please, one minute! 
a little speech?” 

“Up on the platform—the platform!” cried the min- 
ister’s wife. “Let me introduce Miss Mary Freeman 
—a Red Cross nurse who is going back to France 
very soon. I hope she will tell us about the Mercy- 
dogs over there.” 

“But, no, it is this Mercy-dog I want to talk about,” 
the stranger lady cried. She was up on the little 
platform and down on her knees beside the big dog. 
“I think he is a dear! I think if I could take him 
back with me he would save poor ‘woundeds.’ He 
would learn so quickly—he has learned. I am proud 
to have him wear the Red Cross uniform. It has 
been a beautiful play and all the actors deserve the 

reatest praise—no, great praise. It is this dear 

ercy-dog deserves the greatest.” 

It was all over and just Joseph and his beloved 
dog were left in the dismantled barn. They were 
both tired and both seemed sober. Joseph kept his 
hand on Mercy’s neck as if afraid of. losing him. 
They crept very clese together. 


Get a stretcher—Nurse 
Now sh w us the way, 


Do you mind if I make 


Ladies and—and other ladies, the is a very ' 
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An Installation Hymn 


‘By Philip E. Howard 


ATHER of mercies, by whose grace we hold 
Sweet fellowship in every hallowed hour, 
Upon thy servant as in days of old 
Pour out thine overflowing gift of power. 


O risen Christ, may this thy church arise, 
And crucified with thee, have life indeed; 

Be thou our leader in the great emprise, ° 
God’s fulness offered to our human need. 


O friendly Christ, give us the gentle heart, 
Moved by our neighbor’s want, our own forgot ; 
May radiant life be ours, the holy art 
Of living forth thyself whate’er our lot. 


Grant us a larger vision of our task, 
Sun.clear horizons. of a day to be ; 
Not for ourselves thy dearest, gifts we ask, 
But that world-weary souls may turn to thee. 






AUGUST 3, 1918 


“Mercy, you—you heard what she said, didn’t you? 
About saying real woundeds in France—Mercy, what 
shall we do? We've got to make up our minds. 
knew the minute she said it that we'd have to make 
up our minds.” , 

It was getting dimmer in the old barn, and how 
very, very still it was! As if to it easier to 
make up minds—without noise of any kind to dis- 
tract. 

“Mercy, we’ve always been together. You've slept 
on my bed—Mother had to let you, you cried so. 
We've—we've been great friends, Mercy. It most 
kills great friends not to live together— 

_ Another silence and a steady stroking of the sh 
coat by a little tender brown hand. The whole world 
seemed keeping still to make it easier. But it was 
aE hard. P , ‘ h 

“Mercy, do you want to go?” whispered Josep! 
brokenly. “You would be a soldier of the Paden 
the Red Cross, Mercy. You'd be a very brave sol- 
dier and I’d—I’d be very proud o’ you—only how 
could I sleep at night—oh, how could I sleep at 
night! Wouldn’t you miss my bed, Mercy?” 

ith a little sob Joseph’s face buried itself im the 
furry side, where, pound-pound-pound, the tender 
dog-heart seemed to answer, “I’d miss it—miss it— | ¥ 
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miss it.” Mercy’s t e found a bare brown knee 
and licked it gently. immer yet grew the light in 
the big hay-scented place. 

Suddenly the boy’s head lifted and Joseph began 
to whistle. He had to whistle, out of very self- 
respect—this was no way to be patriotic. What must t 
Mercy think of him! ’ \ 








Th tune broke the stillness splendidly—patriot- 
ically. It shook a little at first when Joseph found 
himself whistling Star Spangled Banner, but in- 


It helped—oh, it helped! Now he could do this 
hard thing that must be done. 
ished. 

“You are going, Mercy,—I’m going to let you go. 
I'll hang a star. for you over the foot o’ my bed. It | 
will mean you are my soldier ‘in the service.’ That 
is what stars mean. Oh, save all the woundeds you 
possibly can, dear.” ce 

But, oh, this ‘wounded’ that he could not ‘save’! 
Poor Joseph, stricken in his loving heart. | 

Together ‘they ‘went to the minister’s and _ called | 
for the nurse-strahger who was going back to France. ; 

“I’ve brought you Mercy,” Joseph said steadily. 
“Take him with you. He’s some trained now, an’ 
he’s very—very trainable, Mercy is. Please love him 
—he’s used to being loved. ‘I’m going to have a ser- 
vice-star for him, when he’s—when he’s at the Front. 
Down, Mercy !—down, dear! You're not going home 
with me. Lick my cheek just once—” 

And suddenly there was only the big dog-of-Mercy 
left with the strangér lady on the minister’s porch. 
The sound of little steady bare brown feet died out 
in the distance. 
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stantly righted itself and shrilled out clearly, strongly. 
All hesitation van- | 











Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. - 











A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked thr forty years. of personal study. t 
Each of the sixty-six books of Bible will be covered, w | 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 

“Your Bible.” 

hasan canis ined eaep., Oeteage a 

own se 

your Bible to write in notes such as these articles give, ap in 


Barca a tatny Use the upper margins for quotations and 


hints. lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
-nehceatatihtadimal-opde beck Make the Book your 


own, “E that the sole of your foot shall tread u 
ly po eo a Bay = 
The following plan for. marking is helptul : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bettom—analytical notes. 
. At the side—exegetical notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 

















Hosea 
Prophet of Salvation. Backslider’s Book - 
Key-word: Return 
Key-text: “Come, and let us return unto the Lord; { 


















for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 

smitten, and he will bind us up” (6: 1). 
Outline: ; 

1. Personal (chaps. 1 to 3). 

2. Israel (chaps. 4 to 14). 

It is a voice from the North, where Israel dwelt. 
Jeroboam II was their king, while Uzziah:was reign- 
ing over Judah in Jerusalem. Amos had just spoken. 





al 

































































eing 
week 
.— 


ns of 


ICOV- 


your 
upon, 


Lord; 
» hath 


dwelt. 
_reign- 
spoken. 









te. 


5 LESSON 


: ‘Return! return! is the cs cry. A needed 


~ ful wife—and there are tears in his voice and 





Isaiah was about to begin. It was a time of apostasy. 
cry— 
Return unto God, and He ‘will return unto you! 

‘Hosea, whose name means salvation, was Poet 
Laureate unto the king. But he was more than that; 
he was God’s voice to the le. Hence, he uttered 
a message that many of did not care to hear. 
His appeal was in behalf of an incensed God and to 
a backslidden nation. “O Israel,” he cried, “return 
unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen by thine 
iniquity” (14:1). ‘ 

‘Domestic 'trial accentuates his message—an i 
and tragedy in his life. But he has thrown himself 
wholly into his redemptive mission, and his message 
and prayer are one: “O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in me is thine help” (13:9). 

And there is but one way; the way for all back- 

sliders—confession and‘ humiliation; penitence and 
purification. “Sow to yourselves in righteousness, 
og, A mercy” (10: »- : 
’ “Hear the word of the Lord,” is Hosea’s constant 
refrain, and he holds the people, then as now, to 
God’s truth and God’s righteousness; so only shall 
they find God’s mercy. In days of spiritual declen- 
sion that preacher is kindest to God’s people who is 
truest to God’s Word. It is not more latitude or 
more liberty we need to-day, but more loyalty. Thus 
only come blessedness and peace to any generatich. 


Marginal Notes 
Get back to God. A weed is a plant out of place. 


“Who best can suffer, 
Best can do.”—Milton. 


Do not give God clay models, but plastic clay. 
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“ 


God cannot do anything with an uncommitted 
will.”—Gordon, . 

Ephraim was the man who had “too much to give 
up”—and he lost it all. ; 

Alexander’s torch burning at the gates was a sig- 
nal that his enemies had still a chance to return. 
“Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while 
ye have the light, lest. darkness come upon you” 
(John 12: 35). . ; . : . 

’s Word is a mirror. What is a mirror rightly 
for? To see how well you look? No,—speaking asa 
man—to see how illy you look; to see what is wrong, 
and then to correct it. “Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word” (Psa. 119: 9). 

Marked Texts . : 

“Ske did not know that I gave her-corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which 
a prepared for Baal” (2:8). Man’s ungratef 
and wicked perversion of God’s gifts. / ° 

“The earth shall bear the corn, and the wine, and 
the oil” (2:22). The prayer of the corn. One 
prayer “without ceasing.” ; 

“Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer” (4: 16). 
The picture is of the cattle sipping 2s they graze on 
the steep hillsides of Palestine. atch your steps 
here below. : 

“Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone” (4:17). 
N ay Lord: anything but that—to be let alone of 

“I will make Ephraim to ride [properly, draw] ; 
Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall break his clods” 
(10:11). No more slackers. " 

“I will be as the dew unto Israel” (14:5). “His 
mercy endureth for ever.” 

Oser.in, OxI0. 








Bible Study by Mail 


Christians who testify that their Sunday-school classes, missionary service, and ordination 
in the ministry grew out of Bible correspondence courses — 





A striking feature of the letters in this symposium is the blessed way in which 
Bible study led on into joyous Christian. service. 


y not, when so many in 


secular life. prepare themselves through correspondence courses in typewriting, 


music, nursing, stenography, and other business courses ? 


“ Hearing " and “ doing”’ 


A leaflet that will help you in the choice of a course 


' go together . 5.3.43). 
inst + ee What pie Correspondence Course Shall I Take?” 


Another that will aid in 


your study of a course is ‘‘ Making Bible Helps Really Help,” by Prof. Melvin 
Grove Kyle, D.D. These leaflets may be had from The Sunday School Times 
. Company, at 20 cents a dozen, 2 cents each, or $1.00 a hundred copies. 


A Changed Life and a New Work.—In 1904 I had 
just surrendered my life to the Lord and was hung 
to know his Word. I had been raised in the churc 
and Sunday-school, but knew I did not know the 
Word as a whole. A great Bible teacher was taking 
dinner with us, and I found he was the author of a 
Correspondence Course. I purchased it the next day 
and began work. J never enjoyed anything so much 
in my life. 

The definite blessing was first that the Bible was 
a new Book to me and my life was changed; second, 
it opened new work for me. 

As soon as I had completed the Course, a class of 
ladies in Dr. James H. Brookes’ old church asked me 
to. teach them, I refused as I didn’t know enough, 
but was finally persuaded to try. We met every 
‘Tuesday for five years; and studied from Genesis to 
Revelation.’ -I soon had a Monday evening class at 
the Y. W. C. A., and some of those. young women I 
have taught for.over five years. Falso had a class of 
men me 5 women.on Sunday afternoons for three 
years. Some are in the war. and.one is. in heaven. 

‘Bible study and Bible teaching are my life, and it 
all : by taking the Scofield Bible Course. Thank 
God for it and for the Scofielde Bible—L..T., St. 
Louis, Mo, 


How a Department Store Man Contrived It.—I 
have subscribed for six Bible Correspondence Courses, 
I completed one ¢ourse in about eighteen months, 
another in about three months, and I do not know 
just how long it will take to complete the other four, 
as the only time I have for study is on the street cars 
to and from my office, as my evenings are fully 
taken up. From the “natural man” standpoint the 
work is hard, and I am busy as a paymaster iti a big 
city department store; but from the “spiritual man” 
standpoint it is easy,—a delight, a feast: 

These courses have been of the greatest value to me 
as a teacher, for the tirne required to prepare a lesson 
along the line of any of the six courses I have studied 
is just about half that required before I began these 
studies. 

I only wish that some word of mine might influ- 
ence others to enter upon that which, if they will 
make the start, will be to them, under the power of 
the Holy Spirit, one of the richest spiritual blessings 
of their lives —F. G. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Mastering the Course on the Train.—I get time for 
my, Bible course by taking time, often by letting 
something of less importance wait, or remain forever 


2 aR > ere cngrbemen: 


undone. I read the instruction books on the train 
going to and from business. 

With the right kind of an instructor you get the 
cobwebs on doctrinal questions swept out of your 
brain and get more of the all-pervading presence of 
the Lord Jesus.. My instructor makes him so real 
on every page of Scripture that I cannot fail to find 
him and come in closer touch with him. 


I am buyer and manager of a department in a store, 


in New York, with scarcely a minute to think about 

anything but business. 

that I am $tanding in the holy place breathing the 

wee incense of prayer and praise—A. J. B., New 
ork. 


It Laid Foundations.—My correspondence course 
has made the Bible a storehouse of treasures. Few 
things have added more to m 
than that course. I feel as if I had a good founda- 
tion now for future Bible study, as well as a founda- 
tion of knowledge in regard to the facts on which 
my religious life is built. It has brought intellectual 
uplift, spiritual comfort, inspiration, and confidence 
as to Bible doctrines.—G. J, P., Middleboro, Mass. ~ 


Surprising ‘“‘Finds” in the Book.—I have covered 
two Bible courses by correspondence, and derived un- 
told benefit from. them. Immediately upon taking up 
the courses I was surprised to find how very: much 
interested I became in the teaching of the Old Testa- 
ment. The Old Testament had never meant anything 
to me before. From the first I was impressed by 
finding the New Test-ment inclosed in the Old. Also 
by finding Christ all through the Old Testament. The 
place the Jew holds all through the Bible and all 
through God’s plan of salvation .was a revelation to 
me. I spent all my spare time on my lessons. I was 
so interested that I could hardly keep from studying 





What has your Bible correspondence course done for 
ou? Have you had any such blessed results from it as 
ae the writers of these letters? Hov: did you get the 
time? How -long did it take you? Did one course 
make you hu for another? The Editor of The 
Sunday School Times wants to hear from you, as to 
what your vocation is, what course you took, etc. 

would be especially pleased to hear. from soldiers or 
sailors who lies taken ‘or are taking such courses. 





Even so, I sometimes feel . 


spiritual advancement . 
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them all the time. It ag «i me close to the Saviour 
and brought many new blessings into may life each 
day. It brought the great blessing of knowing my 
Saviour personally. I saw the Bible as a single and 
complete revelation of the will of God, and the ear- 
nest, constant study resulted in increased zeal for the 
spreading of his Word: I saw the necessity of pre- 
vailing prayer, and also learned how to pray more 
effectually. Since completing the course I have taken 
a class of Junior boys in the Sunday-school. Every 
Sunday-school teacher needs the help and inspiration 
that a correspondence course gives.—E. L. M., To- 
peka, Kan. 


It Led to a New “Word,” Printed and Living.— 
Brought up in a Christian home and a regular at- 
tendant at church services, as well as a teacher in the 
Sunday-school, I had to face the fact, nevertheless, 
one day, about eleven years ago that there had been 
no growth spiritually in.all the years past. I had 
always supposed that Christian service was a matter 
of habit and training, and in due time I would come 
to love the Lord’s work. On the contrary I was find- 
ing it a bondage. Realizing my own helplessness to 
change the motive of my service, I decided that if the 
Lord did not put in my heart a love for that which 
I was doing I could not and would not keep up an 
outward profession. After telling it to the Lord and 
asking him to do it, I wondered if there was any- 
thing he would have me do. It was then the thought 
of the study of the Word came. I had once heard 
some one advise the use of a good reference Bible. 
I tried it very faithfully, and at the end of a few 
weeks found I had gained nothing except a dazed 
mental condition. So I decided to put that up to the 
Lord himself. I began to pray that he might send 
some one who could tell me of a course in Bible 
study that I might follow in my own home. Many 
times daily I reminded him. of my desire. After sev- 
eral months I learned through a stranger who came 
to our house of a correspondence school. Long be- 
fore I finished it there came a great desire to teach. 


‘ It seemed as if I must have some one enjoy with me 


the wonderful truths I had learned. 

In answer to prayer the Lord gave me classes. To 
gain more time for study and teaching I began to 
surrender things, until I spent hours every day 
searching the Word. It was the Word I loved rather 
than the One it revealed. But the day came when the 
Word brought conviction of something lacking. It 
truly proved itself a sharp two-edged sword. I 
learned there were truths I had never experienced, 
and as'I would teach something would say to me, 
ae you have proved that truth it is not yours to 
teach.” ' 

This struggle and darkness lasted a year and a 
half, and then through The Sunday School Times 
I began reading testimonies of members of the Vic- 
torious Life Conference at Princeton. There:I found 
I had been surrendering things, not self. As the re- 
sult of the Conference of 1916 the Word has become 
new because of the One it reveals in all His loveli- 
ness.—A New York Reader. 


Helping to Form the Prayer Habit.—My course 
in Bible doctrine has helped me to see new wonders 
in ;God’s Word, its infallibility, its inspiration, its 
absolute truth. It helped me form the habit of 
prayer—prayer is wonderfully effective—G. B., 
Brady, Neb. 


Finding the “Gifts” of “‘Pastor” and -“‘Teacher.”— 
A bright New England school teacher Leard of cer- 
tain courses of Bible study and enrolled in one of 
them.. She completed it with high grade in less than 
the ordinary period allowed for its completion. She 
was so fascinated by the study that she gave up her 
school -work, went to one of the larger’ Bible schools 
of the country and took the full two years’ course, 
and is now in a capital city in one of the great Middle 
States doing Christian work, in connection with a 
strong church. 

Another minister writes as Tollows, with reference 
to his observation: 


“I write this for your encouragement. I sat in 
‘Called Council’ last evening, where a young man 
who has been pursuing the . . . course by correspond- 
ence for less than a yee was licensed to preach. 
He read a statement of his belief that was. splendid. 
After that he was plied with questions by a number 
of ministers and had an answer for the faith that 
was in him. I was compelled to say from the bottom 
of my heart, ‘God bless such work,’ and my faith ia 
it has been quickened greatly.” ' 


A young lady in New York City, connected with the 
French Branch of the Young Women’s Christian 
Association thus writes: - ; 


“I undertook the study on the suggestion of a Chris- 
tian friend who was taking a course herself. I hada 
great personal desire to know more of the Bible ahd 
its teaching. I finished the course in something less 
than two years. It helped me to know more of God 
as my Father; of Christ as my own Saviour. It gave 
me a greater assurance in my faith and helped me to 
help others. It déépened my conscious fellowship 
with the Saviour and the feeling of my entire de- 
pendence on him for power over ‘sin and in ‘work 
for him.”—A Teacher of Correspondence Courses. 













What Is the Goal 
of Religious Education? 


Continued from page 426 












It should be carefully noted that this plan of re- 
ligious education definitely purposes to .reco ize the 
Bible only on its historical and literary sides. The 
courses of study and the examination questions are, 
by this plan, prepared by the public school, and in 
such a way as to be equally acceptable to Christian or 
Hebrew, while being careful neither to favor or to 
offend any doctrinal position. In other words, while 
purporting’ to be a plan for religious education, it 
definitely and necessarily emasculates true religion, 
which is the reconciliation“of' man and God through 
Christ the Son of God and Saviour of men. 

True, it is said that the local church teacher can 
teach all of this that he pleases. But it seems in- 
escapable that when the emphasis is, by the public 
school, thrown so strongly upon the literary and his- 
torical features of the Béble, as is done by the nature 
of the courses offered, while academic credits are 
sought on that basis alone, the Book will naturally 
come to be regarded simply as literature, and will 
lose its unique position among the books of the world 
as the inspired revelation of God, and as essentially 
religious. 

This tendency is already strongly in evidence in 
Mr. Wood’s volume, in which a strange confusion of 
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terms prevails. For example, it is emphatically re- 
peated that the movement is “a purely educational 
measure,” “neither religious nor Christian;” afid at 
the same time the movement is constantly referred to 
as “religious education” and “religious instruction” ; 
and yet nowhere are any of the fundamental facts 
of evangelical religion spoken of, such as sin, regen- 
eration, repentance, conversion, and life in the Spirit. 
No matter how free the teacher is, according to this 
plan, to introduce into the work these essentials of 
evangelical religion, all classes working for the 
credit will. have the presupposition set before them 
by the public schools that the literary and historical 
features of the Bible are the most important. “We 
need to draw a clear distinction,” says the author of 
the book, “between the religious and the cultural 
value of this Book.” How can the effect of drawing 
such a distinction, with the emphasis placed oh the 
cultural value, be anything but to detract seriously, in 
the minds of young people, from the religious value of 
the Bible? Will not the whole movement “tend to 
encourage” the study of a de-natured Bible, and to 
reduce religion to mere culture? 

This is a fundamental problem, as was suggested at 
the beginning of this editorial. Any such increased 
emphasis upon the literary study and “cultural” value 
of the Bible, with the corresponding loss of the evan- 
gelistic spirit and aim in religious education, may 
well be America’s first steps in the pathway of Ger- 
man religious culture. ne’s fear of this is not 
lessened by the fact that many of the text and refer- 
ence books suggested in the courses are prepared by 
persons known to be in sympathy with the modern 
“historical and literary” criticism of the Scriptures. 
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The fact that the plan “tends to reduce sectarian 
diffenences,” as it is urged,—while any such differ- 
ences arising from petty jealousies or from non-essen- 
tials of creed may well reduced,— means also that 
it tends to level real distinctions. By this plan the 
State must a ‘in the same way Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish, Mormon, Christian Science, and any 
other religious body that desires to start a Bible class 
for public school credit; and thus in the minds of the 
young people the plari will tend to obliterate all dis- 
tinction between these from an educational stand- 
point, and eventually from the religious standpoint. 

t evangelical ristian bodies will agree that 
anything is to be gained in the interests of vital re- 
eg by having. the public school trademark alike on 
all brands of religion, including their own? 

Surely the interests of true religion, the religion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ who is the only Way be- 
tween God and men, can be served far better by the 
evangelical Christian church, operating entirely alone 
in her own field. ~. striking illustration of the 
effectiveness with which this can be done is given in 
Dr. Hull’s article.on page 427 in this issue, telling of 
“A Day-School Run by a Church.” 

The, church should learn a needed lesson from this 
movement, confess the reproach of educational weak- 
ness which it throws upon her, heed the warning of 
this. new encroachment upon her peculiar preroga- 
tives, and accept as never before her real educational 
task and opportunity, ever holding in mind that the 
goal of religious education is not culture merely, but 
a vital, continuous, and growing experience of the 
soul with the livirig God, in Christ Jesus, through the 
Holy Spirit. 
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THE EFFICIENT CHURCH: A Comprehensive View of Its Life and Activity 








Is a church organization, even though it be so orthodox that it would not sit under the 
preaching of a pastor who was untrue to the fundamentals, even though it be unusually 


given mission? A church like that is something to thank God for, but is it really one hun- 
dred percent efficient? Is it making the most even of its material facilities, to say nothing 
of its assets in regenerated lives, when it maintains a costly edifice open only twice or 
thrice on Sundays and once on weekdays? If your church is like this, why not use the 
building for a church .day-school, such as is described on page 427? And why. not use 
this table as an aid in rounding out fully your church's service, and making it what the 
Sunday-school lesson in this issue shows the early church to have been? 








If as pastor, or church worker in any capacity, you are concerned to have your church make 
its life and activities have a farther reach, you will be well repaid by a careful study of this 
liberal in tithes and offerings, paying others to do the Lord's work, really fulfilling its God- table. It was prepared by the Rev. Otis G. Dale, when he was Director of Religious Edu- 
cation of Immanuel Presbyterian Church at Los Angeles, Cal. Immanuel Church is one of the 
largest and livest of its denomination on the Pacific Coast, and Mr. Dale, as its former Di- 
rector of Religious Education and one-time acting pastor, helped to make it the strong, 
soul-saving church that it is. It gave Lyman Stewart, one of the Christian laymen 
responsible for publishing “The Fundamentals,” to the presidency of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. This table is the frame-work of the manifold 


service of Immanuel Church. 


The copyright has been applied for by the author. 











Worship 
Chief Function of the Church 


Instruction 
Intelligent Worship and Efficient Service 


ee Evangelism 


The Chief Aim of the Church 


‘Service 
‘he Expression of Kingdom Life 





I. Private 


1. Individual : 
The quie* hour—Bible read- 


ing and meditation. 


2. Cradle 


2. Family Altars: 
’ Bible reading and prayer. 


I. The Pulpit. 
Il. The Church School 


A. Home Division: 
1. Home Department. 


B. Elementary Division : 


Sermons, Addresses 


I. Personal 
1. Individual (All). 


Roll—0-3. | 


1. Beginners Department—4-5. Il. Public 
2. Primary Department—6-7-8. 
3. Junior Department—9-10-11-12. 1, Regular: 


2. Personal Workers’ Band. 
3. Bible School Teachers. 2. The Session: 


wee 


{I. Public 
1. Sabbath morning an. evening: 
a. Praise, prayer, Scripture 
reading, mediation. 
b. The Sacraments, Baptism, 
and the Lord's Supper. 


c. Presentation of tithes and 
offerings. 
2. Midweek Meeting: 
a. Devotional Bible Study. 
b. Intercession. 


c. Testimony. 





“Worship the Lord in the beauty 


of Holiness.” 


C. Secondary Division: 
1. Intermediate Dept.—13-14-15-16. 
2. Senior Department—17-18-19-20. 
D. Advanced Division: 
(Elective Text Book Courses.) 
1. Dept. of Higher Christian Culture: 
a. Advanced Bible Study. 
b. PAission Study. 
c. Study -of Social Questions. 
d. Mothers’ Classes, etc., etc. 
2. Dept. of Training for Service: 
a. Teacher-Training Classes. 
b. Church Administration. 
c. Normal Mission Study. 
d. Personal Workers’ Class. 


e. Specialists’ Classes. 


Ill. Religious Literature 
1. Periodical: Denominational Papers 
and Magazines. 
2. The Church Library: The Founda- 
tion of Religious Education and 
Training. 

IV. Music Department 
Under a General Director. 
1. Instruction in Church Singing in 
Graded Choruses. Junior 9-12; In- 


termediate 13-16; Adult. 
2. Church Choir and Orchestra Work. 


gelist or Pastor. 


c. Shop meetings. 


Ill. Missionary 
1. Local: 


b. Rescue. 
c. Special classes. 


2. World-wide: 
Through the Boards 
Church. 
a. Giving of Life. 
b. Giving of Money. 


a. The Sunday evening ser- 


a. Special seasons with Evan- 


b. Open-air meetings. 


a. Church extension. 


“As the Father hath sent me even 
so send I you—Go.” 


I. Church Administration 

1. The Pastor: 
(a) General oversight of all organ- 
ized activities. (b) General ministry 
to sick, etc. 


(a) Direction of the spiritual activi- 
ties of the church. (b) Spiritual 
oversight of the congregation. (c) 
Administration of the benevolences 
of the church. 

3. The Trustees: ; 
(a) Oversight of the church prop- 


vice. 
b. Annual Decision Day. erty. Administration of the 
2. Special: local expense budget. (c) Oversight 


of local finances of all auxiliaries. 
4. The Deacons: 
(a) Care and oversight of the needy. 
{) ee of Deacons’ 
wnd. 


Il. Social Service 

1. Societies of Men: 
(a) To promote, acquaintance and 

ip among the- men of the 

church. (b) To enlist men in work 
for men and boys. (c) Civic and 
social refgrm work. 

2. Societies of Women: 
(a) To study and promote Missions. 
(b) To develop and direct the social 
life of the congregation. (c) Social 
welfare work. (Guilds.) 

3. Societies of Young People: 
(a) C. E. Societies. (b) Organized 
Bible .Classes. 


Specialisms 

. Trained Bible School Workers. 
. Church Finance Specialists. 

. Normal Bible Teachers. 

. Lay Preachers. 


of the 
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Inspiration 


Impression 








Confirmation 


Expression 
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“| How Old Niagara Conference Confessed Its Faith 
: ( In Articles of Belief that jive as a at of orthodoxy ; se “] 








AT is Orthodoxy? Some people seem to 
think it cannot be defined, and that it -does 
net matter whether it can be or not. Others 


_ 


“have very clear convictions on the subject. 


ificant fact that in all the ages of the 
Church has raised up his champions of Ortho- 
doxy. In no era of the Church has there been a 
greater need for Christians to be able to give a rea- 
son for the faith and hope that are.in them. : 

A generation ago a group of the strongest Bible 


It is a si 


students and teachers in America drew up a set of - 


“Articles of Belief.” That body was the Niagara 
Bible Conference, and the: Christian Workers’ Maga- 
zine, in commending the declaration of belief put 
forth as “invaluable as a statement of doctrinal truth,” 
said this of that Conference: . 


“Twenty-five years ago, more or less, the Bible 
conference, held at Niagara every summer, was the 
greatest gathering of the saints of God on this con- 
tinent. This was not because of the large numbers 
in attendance, the men and women there never counted 
numbers, but because of the quality of the teachers, 
and the motive that actuated the gathering. There 
have been Bible conferences since, all stimulated by 
this one, and supposed to be patterned after it, but 
they have been like so many steepings of the same 
ee 
“Those were the days of Brookes and West and 
Parsons and Erdman and Moorehead and Nicholson 
and Needham and Gordon. Oh, what discussions 
were held in those days! How the Lord Jesus Christ 
was exalted, how the Holy Spirit was honored, and 
how the Bible was expounded! The bread of life 
broken and distributed at the Niagara Bible Confer- 
ence is feeding the children of God in this land to 
this day.” . 


That this rich spiritual food may continue to feed - 


God’s people, the Great Commission Prayer. League, 
in 1914, published the Niagara “Articles” in leaflet 
form under the title, “Fundamentals of the Faith, as 
expressed:.in: the Articles of Belief of the- Niagara 
Bible Conference.”. They have been incorporated into 
the: Constitution of the Moody Church, and must be 
signed annually by every official member of the 
church, thus, helping to safeguard the church against 
inroads of heresy. The Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles also accepts these Articles as its doctrinal basis, 
to which its official body annually subscribes. 

“If every evangelical body would adopt some such 
safeguard,” writes Thomas E. Stephens, head of. the 
Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North La 
Salle Street, Chicago, “what an impetus it would 
give to evangelical truth. I believe the results would 
be far-reaching and incalculable. I am praying that 
the time may soon come wlien we may be able to 
send a copy of the Articles, with a suitable letter, to 
every pastor in the world.” 

These leaflets, “The Fundamentals of the Faith,” 
are free while they fast. In ordering do not forget 
that the movement to disseminate them is supported 
by the free-will offerings of God’s people. And will 
not the readers of The Sunday School Times remem- 
ber this work of grace very earnestly in their 
prayers? 

In a note to the reader preceding the Articles, these 
helpful suggestions are made-in the pamphlet: 

“It was nevér more important than now’ that 
God’s people be thoroughly grounded in the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Word, and it is therefore 
earnestly recommended that these Articles be made 
the basis of prayerful and painstaking study—at the 
family altar, in the secret plac of prayer, or by 
groups or classes—taking one Article at a. time, 
day by day or week by week, and looking up not 
only the references, but others also on the same sub- 
ject. 

“Tn this manner the child of God may learn to 
‘rightly divide the word of truth,’ fortifying him- 
self against heresies and false doctrines, and, under 
agg os laying a basis for a ay ie life 
in rist—a of prevailing prayer, o ring 
fruit, and of winning souis.”’ 

These are the 


ARTICLES OF BELIEF 
So many in these latter times have departed from 


the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc- 


trines of devils; so many have turned away their 
ears from the truth, and turned ‘unto fables; so many 
are busily engaged in scattering broadcast the seeds 
of fatal error, directly affecting the’ honor of our 
Lord and the destiny of the soul, we are constrained 
by fidelity to Him to make the following declaration 
of our doctrinal belief; and to present it-as-the bond 


Could you better obey Jude’s exhortation, “Con- 
tend earnestly for the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints,” than broad- 
casting these “Articles”? In ordering free 
leaflet containing them, “Fundamentals of the 
Cee te ec ainda the Eee feith 
is a T 
movement, maintained by the free-will offerings 


: 
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of union with those who wish to be connected with 
the Niagara Bible Conference. 
I s 
We believe “that all Scri is given by inspira- 
tion of God,” by which we understand the whole of 
the book called the Bible; nor do we take the state- 
gnent in the sense in which it is sometimes foolishly 
said that works of human genius are inspired, but in 
the sense that the Holy Ghost gave the very words of 
the sacred writings to holy men of cld; and that His 
Divine inspiration is not in different degrees, but ex- 
tends equally and fully to all parts of these writings, 
historical, poetical, doctrinal, and prophetical, and to 
the smallest word, and inflection of a word, provided 
such word is found ih the original manuscripts: 
2 Tim. 3: 16, 17; 2 Pet. 1: 21; 1 Cor. 2:13; Mark 12: 
25, 36; 13:11; Acts 1: 16; 2:4. 
II 
We believe that the Godhead eternally exists in 
three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit; and that these three are one God, having pre- 
cisely the same nature, attributes, and perfections, 


and worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence, - 


and. obedietce: Mark r2:29; John 1: f-4; Matt. 28: 
19, 20; Acts 5:3, 4; 2 Cor. 13:14; Heb. 1: 1-3; Rev. 
1: 4-6. 


Ill . 


We believe that -man,. originally created in the 
image and after the likeness of God, fell from his 
high and holy estate by eating the forbidden fruit, 
and as the consequence of his disobedience the threat- 
ened penalty of death was then and there inflicted, so 
that. his moral nature was not only grievously in- 
jured by the fall, but he totally lost all spiritual life, 
becoming dead in trespasses and sins, and subject to 
the power of the devil: Gen. 1:26; 2:17; John 5: 
40; 6:53; Eph. 2: 1-3; 1 Tim. 5:6; 1 John 3:8. 

IV 

We believe that this spiritual death, or total cor- 
ruption of human nature, has been transmitted to 
the entire race of man, the man Christ Jesus alone 
excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is 
born into the world with a nature which not only 
possesses no spark of Divine life, but is essentially 
and unchangeably bad, being enmity against God, 
and incapable by any educational process whatever 
of subjection to His law: Gen. 6:5; Psa. 14: 1-3; 
51:5; Jer. 17:9; John 3:6; Rom. 5: 12-19; 8:6, 7. 

V 

We believe that, owing to this universal depravity 
and death in sin, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless born again; and that no degree of refor- 
mation however great, no attainment in morality how- 
ever high, no culture however attractive, no humani- 
tarian and philanthropic schemes and societies how- 
ever useful, no baptism or other ordinance however 
administered, can help the sinner to take even one 
step toward heaven; but a new nature imparted from 


-above, a new life implanted by the Holy Ghost 


through the Word, is absolutely essential to salva- 
tion: Isa..64:6; John 3:5, 18; Gal. 6:15; Phil. 3: 
4-9; Tit. 3:5; Jas. 1:18; r Pet. 1: 23. . 
VI 

We believe that our redemption has been accom- 
plished solely by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was made to be sin, and made a curse, for us, 
dying in our room and stead; and that no repentance, 
no feeling, no faith, no good resolutions, no sincere 
efforts, no submission to the rules and regulations of 
any church, or of all the churches that have existed 
since the days of the Apostles, can add in the very 
least to the value of that precious blood, or to the 
merit of that finished work, wrought for us by 
Him who united in His person true and proper 
divinity with perfect and sinless humanity: Lev. 17: 
11; Matt. 26:28; Rom. 5:6-9; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3: 
13; Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1: 18, 109. 


VII 


We believe that Christ, in the fulness of the bless- 
ings He has secured.by His obedience unto death, is 
received by faith alone, and that the moment we 





trust in Him as our Saviour we pass out of death 
into everlasting life, being justified from all things, 
opus before the Father according to the measure 
of His acceptance, loved as He is loved, and having 
His place and portion, as linked to Him, and one 
with Him forever: John 5:24; 17:23; Acts 13: 39; 
Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2: 4-6, 13; 1 John 4:17; 5:11, 12. 
F VIII 

We believe that it is the privilege, not only of 
some, but of all who are born again by the Spirit 
through faith in Christ as re in the Scriptures, 
to be assured of their salvation from the very day 
they take Him to be their Saviour; and that this 
assurance is not founded upon any fancied discovery 
of their own worthiness, but wholly upon the testi- 
mony of God in His written Word, exciting within 
His children filial love, gratitude, and obedience:. 
Luke 10:20; 12:32; John 6:47; Rom. 8: 33-39; 2 
Cor. 5:1, 6-8; 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 John 5: 13. 


Ix 


We believe that all the Scriptures from first to 
last center about our Lord Jesus Christ, in His per- 


“son and work, in His first and second coming; and 


hence that no chapter even of the Old Testament is 
properly read or understood until it leads to Him; 
and moreover that all the Scriptures from first to 
last, including every chapter even of the Old Testa- 
ment, were designed for our practical instruction: 
Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39; Acts 17:2, 3; 18:28; 
26: 22, 23; 28:23; Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. ro: 11. 


x 


We believe that the Church is composed of all 
who are united by the Holy Spirit to the risen and 
ascended Son of God, that by the same Spirit we are 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, and thus being members one of another, 
we are responsible to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, rising above all sectarian preju- 
dices and denominational bigotry, and loving one an- 
other with a pure heart fervently: Matt. 16: 16-18; 
Acts 2: 32-47; Rom. 12:5; 1 @or. 12: 12-27; Eph. 1: 
20-23; 4: 3-10; Col. 3:14, 15. 

XI 


We believe that the Holy Spirit, not as an influ- 
ence, but as a Divine Person, the source and power 
of all acceptable worship and service, is our abiding 
Comforter and Helper, that He never takes His de- 
parture from the Church, nor from the feeblest of the 
saints, but is ever present to testify of Christ, seeking 
to occupy us with Him, and not with ourselves nor 
with our experiences: John 7: 38, 39; 14:16, 17; 15: 
26; 16:13, 14; Acts 1:8; Rom. 8:9; Phil. 3: 3. 

XII 

We believe that we are called with a holy calling 
to walk, not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and 
so to live in the Spirit that we should not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh; but the flesh being still in us to the 
end of our earthly pilgrimage needs to be kept con- 
stantly in subjection to Christ, or it will surely mani- 
fest its presence to the dishonor of His name: Rom. 
8:12, 13; 13:14; Gal. 5: 16-25; Eph. 4: 22-24; Col. 
3: 1-10;.1 Pet. 1: 14-16; 1 John 3:5-9. ° ¢ 

XIII 


We believe that the souls of those who have 
trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation do 
at death immediately pass into His presence, and 
there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection 
of the body at His coming, when soul and body re- 
united shall be associated with Him forever in the 
glory; but the souls of unbelievers remain after 
death in conscious misery until the final judgment of 
the great white throne at the close of the millennium, 
when soul and body reunited shall be cast into the 
lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of His power: Luke 16: 19- 
26; 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil, 1:23; 2 Thess. 1: 7-9; 
Jude 6, 7; Rev. 20: 11-15. 


XIV 


We helieve that the world will not be converted 
during the present dispensation, but is fast ripening 
for judgment, while there will be a fearful apostasy 
in the professing Christian body; and hence that the 
Lord Jesus will come in person to introduce the mil- 
lennial age, when Israel shall be restored to their own 
land, and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord; and that this personal and premillennial 
advent is the blessed hope set before us in the Gospel 
for which we should be constantly looking: Luke 12: 
35-40; 17: 26-30; 18:8; Acts 15:14-17; 2 Thess. 2: 
3-8; 2 Tim. 3: 1-5; Tit. 1: 11-15. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

T tone is a quatrain, from the pen of a well- 
known American writer, which a great many 
people are fond of quoting; you see it or hear it 

on all sides, and with approval. It runs as follows: 


Tue Wortp’s NEED 
So many gods, so many creeds, 
So many paths that wind and wind, 
While just the art of being kind, 
Is all the sad world needs. 


Ask the class what they think of this. Would the 
world’s need be met if we should all just be kind? 
“Working in the Church” is our study for to-day; 
and it is the business of the church worker to meet 
the world’s need. How is he to do it? 


Our Background Material ; 


Let us take the opportunity to make plain to our 
classes the vital Scriptural distinction between the 


Jew, or Israel, and the church of Christ. Many peo-. 


ple, including many Christians, confuse them and talk 
as though the promises in the Bible concerning the 
one necessarily apply to the other. The Bible never 
confuses them. 

The special promises to Israel or the Jew are as to 
an earthly people. “he Jews’ blessings, conditioned 
upon obedience to God, were of earthly happiness and 
prosperity. 

The special promises to the church are as to a 
heavenly people. Earthly prosperity is not promised 
to'the church, but instead, persecution, and loneliness, 
and suffering, even as Christ the Head of the church 
endured these. 

Here are some Scriptures, which have be n brought 
together, showing the contrast: Genesis 12:1 with 
Hebrews 3:1; Philippians 3:20. Deuteronomy 8: 
7-9 with Matthew 8:20; 1 Peter: 1:4; 1 Corinthians 
4:11. Deuteronomy 28:13 with Matthew 18: 4. 

“Of course itis notaneant that a godly Jew did not, 
at death, go to heaven. The distinction is that the 
incentive to godliness in his case was earthly bless- 
ings, not heavenly.” 

So the Jew had under the Old Testament covenant, 
and will have at our Lord’s coming, certain duties and 
a definite mission quite different from that of the 
church in this present age of grace. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
Salokio locating the. references. 


What is the church of Christ? Get the class to 
discuss this, giving their own views.. Then give the 
clear statement made by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1; and 
III, 4). Note the different figures that he calls at- 
tention to, given in the New Testament for the 
church: such as building, body, bride, brotherhood. 

Having made plain to the class what the church is, 
ask them to give their ideas on what the mission of 
the church is. Helpful points on this are,given by 
Dr. Scofield in his new book, “What Do the Prophets 
Say?” (The Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents, 
postpaid.) Thus: 

This body is not an organization, with Christ as 
president, or king, but an organism, like the human 
body, the “members” corresponding not to the citi- 
zens of a republic or the subjects of a kingdom, but 
to the hands, feet, eye, ear, of the human body, 
united in oneness of life to the risen Head in the 
glory (pages 114, 115). 

Taken out of the world and given to Christ, the 
believers composing the church are by Him charged 
with a great mission, universal in its scope, to the 
world out of which they were taken. That mission 
is to “preach the gospel to: every creature”; while 
as “an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy na- 
tion, a people for God’s own possession,” they 
“shew forth the excellencies of him who hath called 
them out of darkness into his marvellous light” 
(1 Pet. 2:9, 19). 


The relation of the church to the world is shown 
by the following: 

In relation to the world the believers composing 
the church are said by our Lord to be “in,” but not 
“of” it (John 17:11, 16). It should be borne in 
mind that, though believers, alas! too often, fail 
to manifest this holy separation from the world, it 
is still true that, as taken out of the world and 
given to Christ (John 17:6, 11, 12, 16), they re- 
main His, and are not to be involved in His world- 
judgments. They may, and often do, lay aside for 





Golden Text.—Enter into his gates with thankégiving, 
And into 


LESSON 7. AUGUST 18. WORKING IN THE CHURCH 


Acts 2: 41-47; 4: 32-35; 6: 2-4 





Devotional : Psa. 122 : 1-9. 
Raina! Mates og Teacher: “Mark 11: 15-17; Acts 10:33; 2 
Cor. 3:9; 12: 4-29; Eph. 4: 1-7, 11-16. 
unior Memory Verses: Psa. 100 : 1-5. 
tory Material : ain 2 Sa vis 
i ‘opic : Church ; Its Claims 
and How We May . 
Additional Material: Psa. 84 : 1-12; 133 : 1-3; Matt. 18: 19, 


20; Rom. 12: 1-13; 1 Cor. 14: 15-19, 40; Gal. 5 : 13-15; 
Heb. 10: 25. 











41 They then ' that received his word were baptized: and 
there were added unto them in that day about three thou? 
sand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching and ? fellowship, in the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and 
signs were done througkjthe aposties*. 44 And all that be- 
lieved were together, and had all things common; 45 and 
they sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all, according as any man had need. 46 And day by day, 
continuing stedfastly with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness 


and singleness of heart, 47 praising God, and having favor - 


with all the people. And the Lord added ‘to them day by 
day those that ® were saved. 
4: 32 And the multitude of them that believed were of 


‘one heart and soul: and not one of them said that aught of 


the things which he possessed was his own; but they had 
all things common. 33 And with great power gave the 
apostles their witness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus*: and great grace was upon them all. 34 For neither 
was there among them any that lacked: for as many as 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at 
the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto each, 
according as any one had need. 

6: 2 And the twelve called the multitude of the disciples 
unto them, and said, It is not 7 fit that we should forsake 
the word of God, and ® serve tables. 3 ® Look ye out there- 
fore, brethren, from among you seven men of good report, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business. 4 But we will continue stedfastly in 
prayer, and in the ministry of the word. 

10r, having received %Or, in fellowship * Many 
ancient authorities add in Jerusalem; and great fear 
was upon all. “Gr. together. ®Or, were being saved 

Some ancient authorities add Christ. *%Gr. pleasing. 

8 Or, minister to tables ® Some ancient authorities read 

But, brethren, look ye out from among you. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








a time the pilgrim scrip and staff (1 Pet. 2:11), 
but still they are “strangers and pilgrims” in re- 
lation to the present world-system (pages 116, 117). 


So it is not the mission of the church to convert or 
Christianize.the world or society, but to call out from 
a lost world, which is under the dominion of Satan, 
such as are willing to be saved. When the church or 
the individual Christian recognizes this clear Bible 
principle, many complications are rémoved, difficul- 
ties are relieved, and duty becomes much simpler. 

Have-the class note how the first church was made. 
A number of people had believed on Jesus Christ as 
the Son of God and Saviour. At a certain time, 
Christ’s promise to them was kept that the Holy 
Spirit should come upon them and they should re- 
ceive power (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). Now Christ had a 
Spirit-born and a Spirit-filled church. And at once 


‘that church started to go to work as he had told it 


to do: by telling others the Good News about himself. 

And what was the result of this work done by the 
church in accordance with our Lord’s directions? The 
church proclaimed Jesus Christ and him crucified 
(1 Cor. 2: 2); then the Holy Spirit could do the work 
that Jesus said he would do when he was sent unto 
them (John 16: 8-11). 

The result was that people “were pricked in their 
heart,” and cried out asking what they should do (Acts 
2:37). And the church, through Peter its spokes- 
man, made the simple reply that they must repent of 
their sin which they now recognized, and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of 
their sins, and they should receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. ’ 

This “First Church of Christ,” at Jerusalem, was 
indeed at work! It set the pace, and gave the pat- 
tern, for all church work at its best since then. 

The church having been born and having gone to 
work, what follows in its life and activity?: won- 
derful picture is given in our lesson passages. 

First, there were big results (v. 41). God wants 
the. work of the church to have big results. Why? 
Because there is a big, terribly big, need.. And because 
we have a great Saviour. And also the grace of God 
is big. So 3,000 souls for one day’s work was not too 
big, in view of these facts. Are we testing the work 
of our own-church and of churches generally by the 
number of genuine, life-revolutionizing conversions 
to Christ that are constantly being brought to pass? 

An interesting statement of the process in the start- 
ing and working of the church is given by Dr. Grif- 









fith Thomas (I, 2). Note that o e human being can 
never add another human being to the true church or 
body of Christ; only the Holy Spirit can do that. 

See the four elements of the church life of these 
new believers, teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, 
and prayers, discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 
Bible teaching is a great work of the church, or of 
members of the church. It was ‘said at the Philadel- 
phia Bible Conference on the Return of ‘the Lord, 
held in May, that-what we need to-day is less sermon- 
izing and more Bibleizing. - 

Love is a good basis i all church activity. This 
is discussed by Mrs. Askew (1). 

When the church does its work as God” wants it 
done, one result is that “fear” (v. 43) comes upon 
the community round about. Fear of the right sort, 
that is: wholésome respect and reverence for what 
the church is doing. For the neighborhood of any 
church ought to be really overwhelmed with the 
evidences and supernatural power at work in and 
through that church. 

Adult classes will be interested in the account of 
the remarkable “day-school run by a church,” given 
on page 427 in this issue, by Dr. Hull. Let the class 
discuss the advantages and need of such day-schools. 

And classes of young people and of older ones can 
profitably study the table of “The Efficient Church,” 
which is given on page 431. 

The Truth that Is Golden 

We cannot be “practical” Christians unless we are 
Spirit-filled. But every Christian ought to be prac- 
tical; and every Christian. ought to be Spirit-filled 
(Eph. 5:18). What a blessed fact it is that, when 
the early church wanted to appoint business men of 
sound ability to look after certain secular and tem- 
poral affairs, it was careful to make sure that these 
men were “full of the Spirit.” There is to be no 
distinction, .then, between. Christians, in God’s sight 
and .purpose, as to having an overflowing abundance 
of spiritual power. The humblest worker in the 
church can have, and ought to have, the same ‘super- 
natural power that the leading teacher or evangelist in 
the church has (Eph. 3:19). 

Teaching Points 

“And the prayers” (2:42). Let us never. forget 
that praying is the biggest part in the work, the 
-activity, the service of the church that any one can 
have. Prayer lets God work. 3 

“Save yourselves from this crooked -generation” 
(v. 40). Not “Save this crooked generation,” but 
get saved out of it. That is true evangelism. 

Note the five words indicating various aspects of 
the Christian life; and have the class understand just 
what each of, the five words means (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, IV, 5). 

Every church may, and should, in spirit, have “all 
things common” (2:44), though the Bible does not 
forbid individual. ownership of property. 

When the church is doing its work in God's. way, 
the homes of that church will have a wonderful time 
(2: 46). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why is the church the most important organization 
on earth? After the class have discussed this, let 
them have the suggestions of Mr. Rogers (1-2). 

If the church is not an organization, but an organ- 
ism, what is the difference between these two things? 

What are the great duties of the church? 

What would happen throughout the world if every 
local church were like this first Christian church? 

Why has no church worker the right to say that, 
because he is a business man, he cannot be expected 
to know about spiritual matters? 

Is there danger of neglecting work because of too 
much prayer? 5 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Speaking for Christ (Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8). 

The day is coming when we shall want Christ to 
speak for us. And he asks us, in the meantime, te 
speak for him. We can learn how to speak for him 
in the most effective way, and how he has guaran- 
teed that. we may do this. 

What is it to “confess” Christ? 

What is it to “deny” Christ ? 

Can we be sure of speaking for Christ “with 
power”? 

How often ought we to speak for Christ? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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. LESSON FOR AUGUST 18 (Acts 2: 41-47; 4: 32-3536: 2-4) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—“Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.” As he saves, he unites sinners one by 
one to himself, and since all have a relation to Christ, 
it follows that they have some relation to one an- 
other. Thus there is a society of believers as the 
necessary outcome of Christ’s work of redemption, 
the formation of a society of those who are in direct 
relation to himself and to one another in him, a so- 
ciety of saved sinners. This society is given several 
titles in the New Testament, the most important being 
the “Church.” The English word “church” is a cor- 
ruption of a Greek word which means “that which 
be amc to the Lord.” Its nearest literal equivalent 
is the Scottish word “kirk.” The Greek word 
(ecclesia) which is translated “church” means an 
assembly, people called toget er. Thus, salvation is 
first individual and then corporate. True Christianity 
is never merely individual, and no one can be a New 
Testament “saint” without in some way realizing the 
“communion of saints,” the fellowship of those who 
belong to Christ. This is the point of the present 
lesson, which is concerned not merely or chiefly with 
work, but work done in connection with other Chris- 
tians. The early chapters of Acts tell of the founda- 
‘tion of the Church and what it was intended to be. (1) 


_Books for Study.—Various questions connected 
with these chapters on Acts can be found in “An In- 
troduction to the Book of Acts,” by Stifler (Fleming 
H. Revell Company, New York, 60 cents net) ; “The 
Acts of the Apostles,” by Griffith Thomas (Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, 50 cent Among 
many important discussions of the Church special 
attention should be given to the chapter in “The God 
We Trust,” by Professor A. Johnston Ross 
(Revell, $1.25 net), and “What is the Holy Catholic 
Church?” by Dr. Lindsay, in “Questions of the 
Faith.” 


lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Church Beginning (2:41). The day of Pente- 
cost is usually described as the bir:hday of the 
Church in its present organiz:d form. One hundred 
and twenty disciples (1:15),: filled with the Spirit, 
bore testimony to God’s Word (2:4) with the result 
that through the preaching of Peter three thousand 
accepted Christ and became united to him and to one 
another in him. The order of events was: Christ 
preached, Christ accepted, Christ adding them to the 
Church. . There was the direct contact of each indi- 


‘vidual penitent believer with God by means of faith 


on man’s side and the Holy Spirit on God's side. 
The original disciples performed two purely minis- 
terial acts, first testifying and then baptizing. Unit- 
ing us to Christ is a spiritual. work which only the 
Holy Spirit can do. The Church is in.trumental in 
preaching Christ and accepting us into visible fel- 
lowship. Faith comes first and then fellowship. (2) 
The Church Continuing (vs. 42-47). Four elements 
combined to enable these new believers to continue 
(v. 42): teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and 
prayers. The result of all this was a remarkable im- 
pression made on those who were outside (v. 43). 
Not only so, but among the believers themselves a 
wonderful spirit of unity and helpfulness was seen 
(vs. 44, 45), and the outcome was great joy of heart 
and great influence upon others (vs. 46, 47).. Mean- 
while, the Lord was adding to them day~by day. 


These verses must be studied carefully for all that- 


is essential in Church life and work. They contain 
the germ, the foundation, the pattern of all that fol- 
lows in the New Testament about the Church. (3) 
The Church Witnessing (4: 32-35). Another pic- 
ture of the early community of Christians: their 
unity, their spiritual power, their ‘testimony to those 
around, and their utter ‘unse ishness in regard to 
their own possessions. There are few pictures of 
the Church more beautiful than the record of these 
verses. 5 


The Church Developing (6: 2-4). As time went on, 
increase led to new problems, and especially to the 
need of organization. The numbers had grown to 
such an extent that it was impossible for the Twelve 
Apostles to do all that -s required, and in order to 
meet the new emergency seven men were selected 
for what may be called the secular work of the 
Church. These seven are sometimes called “deacons,” 
though the word is not found until some years later 
(Phil. 1:1). It is interesting to notice: that they 
were selected by the Church and commissioned by 
the Apostles, and the immediate result was a further 
access of blessing (v. 7). This is the way to meet 
church difficulties and to solve problems. 

Devotional Reading.—Psa. 122: 1-9. 

A Psalm of Jewish patriotism, regarded as typical 
of the Christian and the Church. The Jews’ love for 
Jerusalem, the place of worship, is used as symbolical 
of the Christians’ love for the divine community and 
fellowship of God’s people. (1): The prospect 
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(towards Jerusalem) (vs. 1, 2); (2) the praise (at 
Jerusalem) (vs. +5) (3) the prayer (for Jeru- 
salem) (vs. 6-9). © ladness of the Jewish be- 
liever should be specially noted and applied, so also 
the personal, Social, and spiritual elements running 
through the Psalm. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Mark 11: 15-17; Acts 10: 33; 1 Corinthians 3:9; 
1 Corinthians 12: 4-29; Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-16. 

Every passage must be looked at with special ref- 
erence to the thought of the Church or Christian 
community. 

1. Mark 11: 15-17. The temple as (1) the place of 
purity; (2) the place of prayer. 

2. Acts 10:33. (1) God’s presence; (2) God's 
Word; (3) God’s messenger; (4) God’s people. 
' 3. 1 Corinthians 3:9. (1) Christian faithfulness - 
(2) Christian fruitfulness; (3) Christian firmness. 


4. 1 Corinthians 12: 4-29. (1) The Church’s diver- 
sity (vs. 4-11); (2) the Church’s dependence (vs. 
12-29). 

5. Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16. The whole section is 
important and should be considered carefully. (1) 
The Church’s unity (vs. 1-6); (2) the Church’s 
variety (vs. 7-12); (3) the Church’s maturity (vs. 
13-16). 

Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The 
Church; Its Claims and How We May Meet Them. 
(Additional Material: Psa. 84: 1-12; 133: 1-3; Matt. 
18:19, 20; Rom. 12: 1-13; 1 Cor. 14: 15-19, 40; Gal. 
5: 13-15; Heb. 10: 25.) 

1. What.is the Church? It is important to remem- 
ber that in the New Testament the word “Church” 
never means a building, but always people, the so- 
ciety of those who belong to Christ. Ephesians 
teaches more about the Church than any other part 
of the New Testament and should be closely studied. 
The Church is there depicted in a fivefold way: (1) 
the building (chap. 2); (2) the Body (chap. 4); (3) 
the Bride (chap. 5); (4) the battle (chap. 6); (5) 
the Brotherhood. This last point is seen throughout 
in its special emphasis on words compounded with 
“fellow,” and also in the frequent use of the prepo- 
sition “with,” expressive of a number of people. (4) 

2. What are its claims? The New Testament 
makes very much of the Church. Paul, in Ephesians 
4:11, 12, speaks of Christ’s spiritual gifts being in- 
tended to “adjust” the saints, so that they may work 
continually with special reference to the building up 
of the Body of. Christ. While each man is saved 
solitarily and alone, in direct contact with Christ, he 
is sanctified in association with others. Earliest in- 
fluences came from home, then followed the school 
and the congregation. These are our guides, and we 
ought to realize the value and importance of the in- 
fluence derived from association with others in the 
Church. No vigorous Christian life is possible to 
any one who tries to live alone. The Christian must 
realize in some way. his fellowship with others, if he 
is to be a true follower of Christ. It was only as 
the Christians of Ephesus trad fellowship “with all 
saints” that they could comprehend the love of Christ 
(Eph. 3:18). Dr. Wilbur Chapman has: well said: 
“I believe that no man can be a successful Christian, 
a happy. Christian, or a faithful Christian, if he fails 
to identify himself with the people of God.” The 
Church is intended for (1) fellowship; (2) testi- 
mony; (3) development of character; (4) service. 

3. How may we meet these claims? Again limit- 
ixg attention to Ephesians, we notice, especially in 
chapter 4, these important points: (1) unity (vs. 
1-6) ; (2) individuality (v. 7); (3) variety (v. 11); 
(4) reality, including sympathy and service. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The various aspects of the Christian life may be 
summed up in five words: Sonship, discipleship, 
stewardship, worship, fellowship. The last includes 
communion with God and with our fellow-Christians, 
and it is the second aspect that must now be empha- 
sized. (5) 

1. Reality. As we study these early chapters of 
Acis, we are impressed with the Wonderful life and 
power of the early Christian community. It included 
four things: (1) Christ for them, a Saviour ac- 
cepted; (2) Christ in them, a Friend experienced; 
(3) Christ among them, a Lord realized; (4) Christ 
through them, a Life manifested. 

2. Realization, How may we reproduce this life 
of the early Church? (1) By surrender to Christ; 
(2) by satisfaction in Christ; (3) by sympathy 
through Christ; (4) by service for Christ: 

In so doing, we shall neither overrate nor under- 
rate the position and importance of the Church. If 
we overrate it, the result will be spiritual loss, be- 
cause sometimes in exalting the Church we are apt to 
forget Christ, while, if we exalt Christ, the Church 
will find its proper place. Yet we must be careful 
not to underrate and neglect the Chureh, for this. is 
only too easy. This also will’mean spiritual loss, 
for the individual Christian needs the Church for 
fellowship, growth, love, and progress; and the 


‘ 








world needs the Church for witness and blessing. 
We must, therefore, honor the Church, further its 
progress, fostering its life, unity and fellowship in 
order that it may realize its high calling and glorify 
God before the world. 
V. Leading Questions 
How does the believer become united to Christ? 
How does he become united with the Church? 
What four things are essential to continuance in 
the Christian life? (Acts 2: 42.) 
What proofs of unselfishness were shown in the 
early Church? How far are they true for to-day? 
( ee was the cause of the unity of the Christians? 
4: 32. 


What was the first problem of the Church? How 
was it met? 


What are the essential requirements for all Church _ 


workers? (6: 3.) 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“The Tabernacle Meetings.”—There were added 
unto them ... about three thousand souls (v. 41). 
It was thus the pot of the world’s want began to boil 
as Christianity began to stir. Old Jerusalem “sat up 
and took notice.” Among a certain crowd of seven 
“highbrows” (no slang this time) there was muc 
“Yes, sir, this thing ought to be stopped,” together 
with much wagging of heads. One level-headed old 
fellow gave some good advice, as you will see in Acts 
5: 34-39. A certain young fellow from Tarsus was 
winding up for trouble. hen men start for heaven 
in regiments it makes old Mr. Devil spit fire. When 
some Billy Sunday preaches this same Gospel in some 
city and hundreds “hit the trail,” all the forces of evil 
go on double shift. The folks who “don’t believe in 
this tabernacle business” and the folks who do believe 
in booze and all its attachments line up together 
against Mr. Evangelist under the same banner and be- 
hind the same anvil-and-hammer band. Yes, indeed, 
this was a great day in old Jerusalem. What would be 
the situation in your town if some Peter should gather 
three thousand into the kingdom at a single sermon? 
What a place to live in! Every “boss” saying not, 
“How little wages,” but “How much.” Every “man” 
saying not, “How little service,” but “How much.” 
And alli the town trying to be just as kind and helpful 
as they can. No greater blessing ever came to Coates- 
ville than when over two thousand of our people 
stood up for Christ in a series of “tabernacle: meet- 
ings” some time ago. Ask any Coatesvillian but one 
of the “booze gang.” 


On the “Blazed Trail.”—Praising God, and having 
favor with all the people (v. 47). This they did on 
the hill of old Jerusalem nineteen hundred years ago 
when three thousand “struck the trail,” and this they 
did in the valley of old Coatesville five years ago 
when two thousand struck the same old trail—that 
trail which Jesus blazed to heaven. No details of the 
Jerusalem ingathering are given. -The Coatesville 
stories I know. Every week I see a lot of fellows 
just as happy as mill men can well be. In the five 
years they have been Bible class men and important 
members of the churches. They have found such 
favor with “the old man” that promotions have come 
and the pay envelope has gotten as fat and as sleek 
as the rest of the family. And here is a thing I dis- 
covered. No “boss” was more satisfied to see his 
men “turn over a new leaf,” “get on the water wagon,” 
and become “pillars of the church,” than the “boss” 
who has no religion himself. One such boss once 
said to me of a fellow I was helping, “Ridgway, 
I shall be glad to do all I can to help Jim lead a 
Christian life.” And he’has: Jim has lived the life, 
and the boss has advanced him in pay and is about 
making him a foreman. The surest way in the world 
in which to reach favor with both God and man is 
the Christian way, if you live on it. The saloon- 
keeper even touches his hat to me with a “Good- 
morning, Mr. Ridgway.” He simply grunts at his 
best customer with a contemptuous, “Huh, Bill!” 
(Psa. 45:15; Matt. 13: 44). 


In the Church.—The multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of one heart and soul (4:32). That is 
the way it ought to be up at your church right now. 
If this condition does not obtain there must be some 
sand in the gear-box. Like an automobile, the only 
way a church can “get there,”—and get back, is on 
roller bearings. Frictionless. A scrappy preacher 
and a critical congregation have no excuse for exist- 
ence as a church. It is a joke on the public. It be- 
lies the sign of its steeple and the “Anno Domini” 
cut on its corner-stone. It might as well be a fac- 
tory building and out of the religion business so far 
as its pull heavenward is concerned. When-a church- 
man “has. it in” for a fellow-churchman the church 
should have it out for the hater (Gal. 5:12; Rom. 
16:17; Matt., 18: 15-17). We age not supposed to 
like. everybody in the church we belong to, but we 
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must love eeneyeede “I don’t like that 
Betsy Burton,” said Uncle Billy, “she’s 
got too much gab and it gets on my 
nerves.” Then he added, “But she cer-. 
tainly is good-hearted, and the way she 
looks after her poor old mother is an 
example to all daughters.” And it was 
plain that while Uncle Billy “couldn’t 
stand Betsy” the “gabber,” he did love 
Betsy the girl. And I venture to say 
Uncle Billy would do > gas he could 
for the girl he didn’t like. There is a 
religious body which places a first em- 
phasis upon its members’ loving one an- 
other and being kind to one another. It 
does not require any deep study into the 
Scriptures to discover that any other 
kind of a Christian is a rank counter- 
feit. Just lead silvered. Or gold with 
the inside drilled out! 


A Great Specification.—Seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom (6:3, A. V.). Paste this 
verse in your hat. This describes the 
sort of preserves to be found.in the 
church jar under the Jesus label. It is 
also the specification for men all up and 
down Main Street in the banks and 
business places and along the creek in 
the mills. Every employer wants an 
honest man, That means attention to 
business and care for the boss’ property, 
whether time or materials. One of the 
saddest lacks to-day, which hdndicaps 
many an able young fellow, is the ab- 
sence in him of good old-fashioned 
everyday honesty. Every boss wants 
the fellow who is full of the Holy Ghost. 
Even old Pharaoh did (Gen. 4¥: 38). 
Any boss prefers an honest and relig- 
ious fellow. The religious fellow has 


* good habits and the boss knows where 


to find him. I have always noticed the 
irreligious boss usually has his impor- 
tant positions in the hands of. the re- 
ligious helper. The most irreligious 
corporation I ever knew had a religious 
man for treasurer. They knew the kind 
of man they wanted to take care of 
the money. Take account of all the 
bank officers you know, and see how 
many ares not religious: The third 
count is Wisdom. In modern speech this 
means “Good Common Sense.” The 
beauty of this three-part specification is 
that every fellow ¢an meet it if he 
wants to. To meet Civil Service re- 
quirements men pay money and go to 
schools and study and take pains. To 
meet this church and business require- 
ment—oh, well, the Iron Rose Bible 
Class meets every Sunday morning at 
9.30, and Professor Ridgway is always 
in his chair! 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
wili be sent for a thrée-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars fer the best sne each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of ptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. Tow will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good, 


Going Inside.—They then that re- 
ceived his word were baptized (2:41). 
A writer in the Messenger tells the 
following: “The best illustration that 

ever heard, showing the disadvan- 
tage of living a Christian -life outside 
of the church, was given me by a young 
convert whom I had recently received 
into our church. I expressed my pleas- 
ure in the step he had taken, when he 
replied: ‘I had not made up my mind 
to join when I came to the meeting to- 
night, but while you were talking, I 
thought it was just like buying a ticket 
to Chicago, and then riding on the plat- 
form. [ thought I — as well in- 
side.”""—Sent by M. E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


Aunt Amanda’s Secret.—With glad- 
mess and singleness of heart (v. 46). 
Old Aunt Amanda, when asked why she 
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“HANDS ACROSS THE SEA” 
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A tt is notfit that we should forsake +) 
the word of God,and serve tables.” 





Acts. 6: 


through our perversity, the great privilege 
of service for thee, in the company of thy 
people. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever 
wake early on Sunday morning and 
hear the rain 
then turn over for another nap with a 
reli¢ved feeling? In such a storm yor 
certainly could not be expected at chu: 
that day! Well, it isn’t a feeling to 
yoy proud of, is it? Maybe you’ve never 
had it, but if you have, you know that 
a 


ep beg that would not-go very well 
with that wonderful song of Psalm 100 
that appears in our Golden Text. Will 
a say that text now? Thank you. 

otice two things about the way in 
which we ought to enter into the church 
itself and into the life of the church. 
We are to enter into his gates with 
what? And into his courts with what? 
Why, unless that is our spirit as we 


think of the church and go to the church - 


and work in the church, how could we 
possibly count ourselves honest, earnest 


Christians? If we enter into the. church . 


with grudging-giving instead of thanks- 
giving, and into the courts of the Lord 
with reluctant feet and impatient souls, 
and impatient hearts instead of wi 
praise and thanks and blessing, what a 

itiful imitation of Christians we are 
just then! Have you ever thought 
clearly about what the church really 
means to you? 








The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


was so constantly cheerful, replied: 
“Lor’, child, I jes’ wear this world like 
a loose garment.”—From “Bits of 
Cheer,” by Lucy Elliot Keerler, in the 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va.. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this 
allustration. 


Plucky Praying.—But we will con- 
tinue stedfastly in prayer (6:4). Hoots 
and jeers failed to deter one lit- 
tle lad at Camp Meade from dropping 
on his knees every night before he laid 
himself down to sleep, and as a result 
he is “top” sergeant of his company. 
The seven who. jeeringly shouted at the 
little fellow and mocked his faith in his 
Maker were given a lecture by their 
company commander that they will not 
soon forget, and deprived of all leave 
for thirty days, and given extra duty as 
punishment. ‘The mocking seven who 
had cots in the barracks next to the 
God-fearing youth each night would 
say: “Where do you get that stuff?” 
“Ask Him to get you exempted.” “Cut 
it out.” The captain of the company 
heard of the affair,-and made it a point 
to watch and listen. For three nights 
he heard the ridicule heaped on the lit- 
tle fellow. On the third night he broke 
in upon them and proceeded to tell the 
mockers a thing or two. Turning to the 
chap on his knees, he said, “I shall rec- 
ommend that you be made first sergeant 
of this company.” ‘Tire recommendation 
has been approved by the regimental 
commander. — From the Washington 
ioe. Sent by Mrs. S. O. Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


Praying Through.—We will continue 
stedfastly.in prayer (6:4). No doubt 
thousands of prayers are never an- 
swered because men faint at God’s de- 
lay. After spending thousands of dol- 
lars in drilling for oil, the operator be- 
came discouraged and svid- out for a 
trifle. The purchaser started the drill 
and in six hours found a flowing well. 
We see what fainting cost the first 
owner. Many Christians lose heart just 
when -the answer. is about to be granted. 
—From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


His Last Word.—Give thanks unto 
him, and bless his name (Golden Text). 
The Rev. Joseph W. Kemp, in a sermon 
at Toronto, y 20, 1917, told of a let- 
ter received from a friend engaged in 
nursing wounded soldiers, in which the 
case of a young man was revealed who 
was told by the pepeone one o- that 
an operation would necessary in or- 
der to save his life; and so serious was 
the operation that in its performance 





his power ‘of speech would be completely 
destroyed. The young man resigned 
himself to the sad news, and then re- 
quested permission to use his voice once 
more. The request was granted, and 
stepping out into the middle of the hos- 
pital ward, his voice, which had often 
been used in the Saviour’s service be- 
fore, rang out his last song: 
“Rock of Ages! cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee! 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure— 

Cleanse me ‘from its guilt and power.” 


—Heard personally. Sent by Albert Ors- 
born, Toronto, Can. 


Blankets Couldn’t Smother It. — 
Enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with -praise ; 
Give thanks unto him, and bless his 
name (Golden Text). A good Pres- 
byterian minister in old Scotland, of the 
staid and orthodox type, had in his con- 
gregation a poor old woman who was in 
the habit of saying “Praise the Lord,” 
“Amen,” when- anything particularly 
helpful was said. This practise greatly 
disturbed the minister, and one New 
Year’s day he went to see her. “Betty,” 
he said, “I’ll make a bargain with. you. 
You call out ‘Praise the Lord’ just when 
I get to the best part of my sermon, and 
it upsets my thoughts. Now if you will 
stop doing it all this year, I’ll give you 
a pair of wool blankets.” Betty was 
poor, and the offer of the blankets 
looked very good. So she did her. best 
to earn them. Sunday after Sunday she 
kept quiet. But one day a minister of 
another type came to preach—a man 
bubbling over with joy. As he preached 
on the forgivenéss of sin and all the 

lessings that follow, the vision of the 

lankets began to fade and fade, and the 
joys of salvation grew brighter and 
brighter. At last Betty could stand it 
no longer, and jumping up she cried, 
“Blankets or no blankets, Hallelujah!” 
—From a sermon by the Rev. J. Linton. 
Sent by W. A. James, Toronto, Can. 


ae - 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us for our lack of appreciation of 
what thy church means to us. Forgive us 
for our lazy ways. We have placed personal 
comfort so often before the call of thy work, 
and we have chosen the things of the world 
in the very hour when the church has laid 
upon us the burden of its need. Teach us, 
we pray thee, thy purposes for the church 
and our place in it. May we not miss, 





THE CHURCH A PLACE OF 
RAISE ORSHIP 
Praven \Vorx 
URPOSE ITNESS 


Will you consider that simple outline 
of some of the things that the church 
should mean to us? Let’s be grateful 
and not impatient, eager and willing to 
do our part. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Work, for the night is coming.” 

“ Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“To the work! to the work! 

“ Onward, Christian soldiers.” 

“The Church’s one foundation.” 

“O Master, let me walk with’ Thee.” 
“The fight is on.” 

“ Are you saved to serve?” 











(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psdlm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 122: 1-9 (258 : 1-4). 
Psalm 100: 1-5 (202: 1-4). 
Psalm 84: 1-12 (166 : 1-3). 
Psalm 133: 1-3 (270: 1-2). 
Psalm 95 : 1-11 (190 : 1-4). 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Children may 
help in worship and service in God’s 
house. - ; 

Notes—No special material for Pri- 
mary classes is suggested with this les- 
son. The only story material is Nehe- 
miah 8:1-18 for Juniors. This may be 
used for younger children, too. 

Officers, teachers, and parents should 
think seriously of the attitude of the 
church toward the children, in order to 
develop the desired attitude of the chil- 
dren toward the church. In many a 
church children are expected to attend 
and be interested in the preaching ser- 
vice, when no consideration of. ghil- 
dren’s interests entered into the arrange- 
ment of the program or sermon.’ Young 
children receive training in- endurance 
rather than training in worship and ser- 
vice. -When the interests of children 
and youth, as well as of adults, are con- 
sidered, a greater interest on their part 
will result. 

No. other - organization seems to ex- 
pect or plan so little real work for all 


AUGUST 3, 1918 


beating upon the roof and f 


morning hymn based upon any such _ 




































































































































































- “RESSON FOR AUGUST 18 (Acts 2 : 41-473 4 232-3536:2-4) 






















































































of its members as does the average 
charch. 


th. On a ship, in the army, in eve 
store, shop,- factory, office, ea 
i to render some defi- 


, person is 
' mite service. Each at head and hand 


should add to the output. Church-mem- 
bers are admonished what to be, but too 
often no program is presented of what 
to do, so the majority become passive, 
idle members. Some activities are listed 
as church work which are _ inade- 
uate to the abilities of church-members. 

urches conduct an “Every Member 
Canvass” for church ouppert why not 
a canvass for service? ow few pas- 
tors outline a program of service to in- 
clude all. the members. Children and 
young people are oa to help when 
something worth while is outlined for 
their activities. Doing appeals to them 
more than hearing. 


Introduction and Review. — God's 
children may do many things as true 
helpers in the world. . (Summarize 
briefly past lessons.) God’s children 
will be loving and trusting, learning 
from God’s Word, praying to know the 
right way, obeying what God tells them 
to do, growing stronger in every good 
way as Jesus grew, and = strength 
to help others, as the Go maritan 
did. (Let children peaks sy a few help- 
ful deeds of the past week.) Repeat, 
Be ye kind one to another. 

Do you children have any work to do 
at home During vacation do you 
play all the time? Mother’s work is 
mostly in the home, and she does so 
many kinds.. Father’s work ——? Big 
brother’s and sister’s work, too. Mr. 
Hoover asked people to work in their 
gardens to help——? 

While ’ Jesus visited the temple in 
Jerusalem when he was twelve, he said, 
I must be busy in my Father’s house (or 
— my ather’s business; Luke 
2: 

there is work for each child of God 
in the church. When Samuel was a child, 
God’s minister taught him to be helpful 
in God’s house. He could close curtains 
and doors at night. He could open them 
in. the morning. He could tell Eli 
whether there was enough : oil in the 
lamps and whether they burned brightly 
(1 Sam. 2:18, 19; 3:1, 19). 

. In your own church speak of the work 

of the janitor, minister, choir, teachers. 
Every church-member and every child 
should help in the church worship. It 
ought not to be work, but a real pleas- 
ure to come to God’s house, because it 
should be a happy, helpful place. “I 
was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord”; Sing: 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise”; also, 
“Praise ye the Lord, O give thanks unto 
the Lord, for He is good (both from 
Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, 
Wapello, Iowa, 28 cents). “Give thanks 
unto him and bless his name.” Sing, 
“Holy is the Lord” (Carols), or, “Can a 
little child like me thank the Father fit- 
tingly?” (Songs for Little People, Pil- 
= Press, Boston, 75 cents.) We 
earned, Lord, teach us to pray. In 
ehurch and Sunday-school we ought to 
help by taking part in every song and 
prayer. 

There is work for the church on 
weekdays, too. We can work to earn 
or save money‘ to give in the offering. 
Suggest simple activities such as chil- 
dren can do. Secure a leaflet, “Surplus 
Material Department,” from the World’s 
Sunday School Association, 216 Met- 
ropolitan Tower, New York City, nam- 
ing your own denomination. Gather the 
children to do some of the simplest 
work. 

Bible Story—How would you like a 
church service out of doors? Meation 
any such, meeting en the church steps 
or lawn, attracting passers-by. A ser- 
vice is sometimes held in a park. 

Long years ago no building was large 
enough to hold the people who came, so 
a platform of wood was set up in a 
wide street near the city gate. Study 
Nehemiah 8: 1-18, then tell the story, em- 


- phasizing the features that are similar 


to our Sunday-school service and 


_church. People listened while the min- 


ister read Ged’s Word;-teachers ex- 
“ained. it (do not-give their names) ; 







people bomvee-4 sage heads in prayer ant 
worshiped ; the praises to 
cheerfully fama an offering and jar te 

of it to those who needed help. iL 
dren were there, too. Children may al- 
ways help in worship and service. 


Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Thirteenth chapter of r Corinthians 
recited or read in concert. 

2. A study of the love set out in this 
chapter as it was lived out in these 
three scenes: Acts 2: 41-47; Acts 4: 
32-35; Acts 6: 2-4. 

3 A.study of the church as_ the 
Christian’s channel for such life. 











| whether in t 





TH closed Bibles, as far as the 
home study has made this possible, 
repeat together the thirteenth chapter 
of 1 Corinthians, or read it aloud from 
the Modern Speech Testament while 
the class compare with their own Bibles. 
All the girls will agree with you, for all 
the world does, that this chapter trans- 
lated into human life would be the per- 
fect expression of ‘the Christian life; 
but you will find that even your young 
girls have their .wn and varied opin- 
ions as to how this may be done. This 
view will be held by many: It does not 
matter how ay live this life of love, 
e church or not, whether 
in this or that “church,”—or even 
whether in acknowledgment of the 
claims of Christ or not. (1) 


2. Turn next to the three scenes 
chosen from. Acts, which show how the 
first followers of Jesus translated into 
“terms of human life”. the love they 
learned first-hand from him. ‘Try to 
make these bits of life out of the long- 
ago warm and vivid to your twentieth 
century girls. Out of these three studies 
come at least three facts:. (1) These 
first Christians were organized into one 
body, with recognized sacraments and 
forms of worship, with stated times and 
common places of meeting for united 
instruction and worship. (2) Out of the 
love cultivated through this organiza- 
tion grew a deepening fellowship, which 
found therein channels for expression in 
service not to be found in any other 
way. (3) This true church had a full 
measure of power, resulting in marvel- 
ous gains in numbers and in influence, 
as well as in high standards in the lives 
of the individual members. Note that 
this church was busy not only in matters 
of “social service” and “welfare work,” 
but, as of first importance, in “prayer 
and the delivery of the Message” (Wey- 
mouth’s “M@edern Speech New Testa- 
ment,” Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1 to 
$3.75 net). 

There can be but one reason why this 
organization resulted in this almost 
ideal fellowship and in this power which 
compelled the attention of. the world. 
This organization was God’s own ap- 
pointed way for Christians to grow, and 
so for Christianity to grow. It is only 
iri obedience to his known will that we 
can expect that infilling of love and 
power we now so long for and the 
world so needs. 


3. Our channel, then, for such living 
lies through the Christian church, the 
true church, which continues “stedfastly” 
in the apostles’ teaching, as did this first 
one, and so can claim rightly to be the 
church Jesus said he would build upon 
the rock of faith in him as the Christ 
(Matt. 16:18). Now let us look fairly 
at the claims of such a church upon us 
under these two heads: What can the 
church give me? What can I give others 
through the church, better than in any 


.other way? 


Such a church can give the individual 
Christian instruction and worship, which 
are not to be feund in any other chan- 
nel than that of Christian fellowship. 
The best reading, alone, even of the 
Bible, does not give that. depth. and 
breadth of understanding that study 
with others and-.open. discussion pro- 
duce. The book and the quiet hour cer- 
tainly have their place in ‘the scheme of 








our growth in Christian grace, but just 
as certainly must they that love the 
Lord s _ ee one with another about 
him ( :16). And we have his 
specific anc t where two or three 
are met together in his name there his 
presence is, in fuller measure than else- 
where. We meet and realize him in the 
house of worship as we can nowhere 
else. Let anybody who has once so 
wershiped and then been long deprived 
of that privilege testify to the hunger 
for such real fellowship in Christ Jesus. 
If we love him we love to go where he 
is the theme of word and thought. 

Such church association provides the 
Christian with the one opportunity to 
make the little unit of his life count in 
the world service for Christ by uniting 
it to many other units devoted to the 
same end. It is the channel for thé in- 
flow of that power within ourselves— 
His power—which can prevail against 
that other power which Jesus promised 
should not ee against his | church 
(Matt. 16:1 

Do you jo to be living the life of 
love, to have a power in living that will 
serve the world’s need? The church is 
God’s appointed place where he will an- 
swer that longing and where you can 
center the activities of that life 


Home Study 


Continue the reading of 1 Corinthians | 


13. Memorize either Psalm 84 or 122. 
Let these summer weeks add largely to 
your own store of God’s yee 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The importance of the 
church. 

Explanations: Elements of a good 
church in the lesson verses. 

Main points:. Place of revivals; im- 
portance of prayer-meetings; personal 
responsibility of members. 











6 HY is the church the most im- 
portant organization on earth?” 
ask d teacher. That was a _ poser. 
Bulldog Jones started to say it was not 
true, then wisely decided to “hold his 
yap,” as he expressed it. Fred Keller, 
the minister’s son, began: “Why, be- 
cause—because—ah—because it is”; at 
which the rest of us covered our own 
ignorance by laughing at him. (1) 

Little Carl finally set us on the right 
track by saying the church is Christ’s 
body, which he works through on earth. 

“He started it himself,” added Bert, 
taking the hint, “and it is the real in- 
spiration for the good in all other or- 
ganizations. Where would any Red 
Cross, even, have come from, if it had 
not been for the church?” 

I told them the church has a higher 
standard than all other societies; it de- 
mands inward purity, a change of heart. 
Then old Bumps finished it off by say- 
ing the church is the only organization 
that deals with the next world and 
points the way to heaven. 

That made the church seem pretty 
important, I can tell you. Then we 
turned to the lesson in Acts 2: 41-47, and 
reported what we had found there for 
the modern church to copy. (2) 

First was the big revival they held on 
the Day of Pentecost. Teacher says the 
church was born in a revival, and ought 
never to go back on that plan of winning 
souls. But this first revival was not 
worked up. It was puree down. They 
didn’t set a date when it should begin. 
They waited and prayed till it came. 

That forty-first verse tells that the 
converts were baptized and taken right 
into the church. Teacher thinks some 
churches are not anxious enough to take 
in new members. But he says it is often 
the new convert’s fault. He doesn’t real- 
ize that it is a duty and a safeguard to 
confess Christ by baptism and church- 
membership. So he holds back, and 
sometimes fails to hold out. 

Verse forty-two gave us the founda- 
tion for the Sunday-school; “they con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ teach- 
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ing.” Teacher thinks every church- 
eo seme os to the Bent 
school as long as he lives, especially now 
that we have the Home Department for 
the older ones. 

In that same verse thefe is also the 
communion of the Lord’s Supper; 
“breaking of bread.” , And a prayer- 
meeting; “in prayers.” How can a 
Christian prosper, says teacher, who 
neglects Christ’s command : “This do in 
remembrance of me”? and how can a 
church prosper if only a few attend 

rayer-meeting? Teacher quoted some- 

dy as saying that the early church was 
a big prayer-meeting with a little of 
something else attached, while the 
modern church is a big something else 
with a little prayer-meeting attached. 
But he thinks the big something else is 
all right if only it is filled with the 
spirit of prayer. 

So it went on, relief for the poor in 
verse forty-five; regular church attend- 
ance, verse forty-six; and along with it 
friendship and brotherly love. Instead 
of having members that wouldn’t speak, 
they invited one another home to dinner 
after church. That kind of a chureh 
made people know there is a reality in 
religion, and truly converted people 
woe to A a in it Av. 47). 

ere ain’t no such churches 
esa? cated Bulldog. 

. es, there are,” declared teacher, 
“lots of them.” He went on to tell 
about some that he knew; not very big 
nor very rich, but regular apostolic, 
Holy Spirit churches. He admitted 
there are.lots of churches that fall short, 
but it is oftén on account of people 
standing off and criticizing, instead of 
pitching in and helping to make them 
better, and on account of the members 
not seeking first the kingdom of God, 
but putting their own way ,first. He 
gave us this for a motto: “What kind 
of a church would my church be if every 
member were just like me?” That sort 
of hit us all, I guess, and I, for one, de- 
termined to brace up and help make 
ours a Pentecostal church. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8 
Why does Christ want to be con- 

fessed before men? 

Name some mys to confess Christ. - 
Name some ways to deny Christ. 
Why is lip confession so important? 
What gives power to lip confession? 
How often should we confess Christ? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





[ Children at Home 








The Fox Family 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr.. 


T ALL began with a loose tooth. Said 

tooth ‘was the ‘property of Alice- 
Palace, and when it became very wob- 
bly indeed she allowed Mother to take 
it out and never even made a cry-face. 
Thereafter the tooth was placed under 
her pillow, and by the next morning had 
changed into a bright, shiny dime, as is 
the way with the lost, loose teeth of 
good, brave children. Then came the 
important and vital quéstion as to what 
should be the ‘investment of this fund. 
It was Henny-Penny, her twin, who first 
aroused Alice-Palace to the necessity of 
prompt ‘action. 

“S’pose,” he began ominously, “that 
a big old, bad old burglar should come 
some night an’ climb up to our win- 
dow ?” 

“S’pose he should,” agreed Alice- 
Palace, her eyes getting bigger and 
bigger. 

“An’ s’pose he should open the win- 
dow and come creepy, creepy along the 
floor right to your crib?” 

“S’pose he did,” said Alice-Palace 
very faintly. 

“An’ s'pose,” continued the inspired 
Henny, “that he’d grab you in the dark 





and yell, ‘Gimme that dime!’” 
The climax was too much for Alice- 
Palace and she raised her voice several] 


eet 






——— 


recrepepe_- 
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feet on high and rushed down the stairs 
to Mother, followed by the overwrought 
Henny-Penny, who had firmly convinced 
himself that the above-mentioned bur- 
glar was acgually in one of the dark 
corners of the nursery. It was some 
time before the tumult and the shouting 
died down sufficiently for Mother to 
find out what it was all about. The 
very next day Alice-Palace decided not 
to take any further chances in keeping 
so large a sum of money in the house. 
Henny-Penny generously offered to 
allow her to deposit it in his dime sav- 
ings bank, which was guaranteed to open 
on the.drogping in of fifty dimes. As 
he was stil forty-seven short of the 
opening coin the- prospect did not ap- 
peal to his twin. Honey suggested ten 
sticks of candy, to be nobly divided 
among the different members of the 
Band. Trottie rather leaned toward an 
ice-cream cone, which could be distrib- 
uted by alternate licks among her com- 
rades-at-arms. The important question 
‘was finally put up to the Captain. 


“IQUY a tree,” he said without an in- 

stant’s hesitation. “Next to bringin 
up a nice girl or a boy,” he explained, 
“there is nothing that is better than to 
plant a tree and watch it growing big- 
er. and better every year. There are 
ots of places,” he confided, “where. I 
have planted trees, and I never go b 
any of them without stopping to loo 
at my tree and see how it is getting 
along. Only the other day,” he went 
on, “I was near a little house in the city 
with a brick-paved back-yard about as 
big as a pocket handkerchief. Mother 
and I lived there once before the Band 
began. One day I took up four bricks 
and planted a tulip tree. Yesterday I 
topped there and my tree had grown 
higher than the house, and made that 
little, stuffy, hot back-yard all cool and 
green.” 

Accordingly, that very afternoon the 
whole Band started for a nursery: some 
three miles away, over by Darby Creek; 
where a dime would buy a good pin- 
oak seedling. The beginning of twilight 
found them marching in single file 
through Fox Valley, Alice-Palace hold+ 
ing her precious tree clasped tightly in 
both hands. They had stopped at a tiny 
dark pool on the x4 of Blacksnake 
‘Swamp, where the Captain showed them 
a vast pin-oak tree seventy-five feet tall 
and. so large around that the whole 
Band, except the Captain, could hardly 
encircle it with their joined hands. The 
Captain told Alice-Palace that was about 
the way her pin-oak would look to her 
great, great grandchildren. 

It was a gray, cold afternoon as they 
followed a winding trail through the 
beech-woods that crossed the brook and 
then wound its way along.a little wooded 
valley. The Band was marching with- 
out a sound, for the Captain had taught 
them that it is bad manners to make 
any noise in the woods, The wild-folk, 
he said, do not like noise, and the woods 
belong to them. Suddenly the Captain, 
who was walking a little ahead, turned 
and held up his hand and pointed with 
the other like a semaphore. Down the 
opposite slope through the trees some 
fifty feet away trotted wearily a gaunt 
old: mother-fox. As the Third said 
afterwards, she looked exactly like the 
pictures of the wolf in: Red Riding 
Hood. 


LOSE behind her padded a round 

woolly little cub with such a funny 
face that it was. all the children 
could do to keep. from laughing every 
time they- looked at him. e was red- 
dish, but with two lng stripes of gray 
down his breast and across his round 
little tummy. Another larger cub came 
from among the trees to méet them. He 
evidently had a bad temper for he 
snarled at his little brother, and then 
suddenly turned and disappeared down 
a deep burrow which the Band noticed 
for the first time had been dug under 
the roots of a great oak tree. On look- 
ing closely they could see two other 
burrows in a line with the first, one un- 
der a rock and the other in the slope 
of x bank. Between the three ran a 
well-trodden path, and behind them all 
lay an enormous dead chestnut log: ‘The 
old mother-fox trotted over to the log, 


‘on top of the unsuspectin 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lay down on the very top with her mag- 
nificent brush hanging down to one side, 
dropped her keen, sharp, sly face into 
her geo fell asleep. The little 
woolly cub trotted sedately over to the 
middle burrow and lay down on a tiny 
bank of earth. Like human cubs he evi- 
dently did not care much about taking 


a nap. First he ate a few blades of 


rass. Then catching sight of a dry 
eaf which stuck upright in his woolly 
fur, he twisted himself around and 
around, trying to catch it with his teeth, 
and finally rolled over and over, with 
the result that when he stopped he had 
three leaves in his fur instead of one. 

In front of him’ was the corpse of a 
battered old black crow. He would 
steal up toward this with the utmost 
caution, without a sound, and finally 
spring through the air and land right 
crow, which 
he would ‘proceed to shake and worry 
with fierce-little growls and yaps, some- 
je | like those made by a puppy, only 
much sharper. At last he too lay down 
and, curling himself into a round ball 


with his: funny little head-on his paws, 


went fast asleep. The wind was blow- 
ing from the foxes toward the Band, or 
this never would have happened. 

For a long time they all stood stony 
still, looking first at the mother-fox, and 
then at the cub. Finally the Captain 
tiptoed his way up the slope. Although 
he made hardly a sound that the Band 
could hear, yet he had not gone three 
steps before the little cub sprang up 
with wide-open eyes and looked straight 
at-him. The Captain stood perfectly 
still, with one foot out in the very act 
of making a step. A wild animal can- 
not tell by sight a man from a tree if 
only he stands still, and in a minute 
the cub lay down and went-to sleep. 
Once more the Captain started, and the 
same thing happened again and again, 
until at last he was scarcely twenty feet 
away from the cub.. Suddenly the 


mother-fox was standi ight beside 
the cub. Not one of the Band had seen 
her a. ~ gh keen, fierce, sly os 
peer roug e tr trying to 
what had made the a A sound which 
had brought her down from the watch- 
tower. othing but the eyes of the 
Band moved, yet when they looked 
back from the cub the old mother-fox 
was gone as silently as she had come. 
Once more the little cub lay down and 
seemed to fall fast asleep. This time 
however he must have been watching 
through half-shut eyes, for at the very 
first movement that the Captain made 
he started up again and in a very slow 
and dignified manner, as if he had sud- 
denly remembered something, he turned 


and disa red in the middle burrow. 
The Band hufried up and joined the 
Captain. They found that the big log 


above the burrows was worn smooth, 
showing that Mrs. Fox must have used 
it often. In front of the burrows were 
the feathers of flickers, grackles, bits of 
rabbit-fur, and the battered old crow 
aforesaid. The Captain told them that 
every fox warren had a secret entrance 
which was only used in emergencies. 
For a long time the Band looked and 
looked, but could find nothing except the 
three holes in plain sight. Finally Trot- 
tie saw a single reddish hair clinging to 
the edge of a hollow stump. Looking 
inside he discovered that a hole had been 
dug down through the decayed wood 
and into the ground beyond, making the 
secret entrance. =. 

The Captain told them that probably 
Mrs. Fox would move with all her chil- 
dren that yery night, for foxes are jeal- 
ous of letting humans know where they 
live. That was just what happened, for 
never again did the Band meet any of 
the fox-family there. Indeed the last 
time they visited the place a big, fat, 
stupid woodchuck was living in one of 
the burrows. : 
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[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing | 





Pedagogy for Ministers (By Alvah 
Sabin Hobart, D.D.).—Here a new 
science is harnessed to the chariot of 
the Christian minister. Dr. Hobart in 
seventeen chapters shows how, pedagogy 
can be made of interest and use in 
clerical life and work. In the Preface 
he frankly speaks of the novelty of the 
science to himself until a comparatively 
recent time, but when he took it up, he 
was soon Ted to lecture on it. His book 
is a condensation of those lectures, and 
certainly the various points made are 
of real value. If the suggestions are 
studied and mastered, the beneficent re- 
sults will soon be seen in many a sermon 
and Bible class. (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, $1 net.) 


Problems of the Intermediate and 
Senior Teachers (By~-Eugene C. Fos- 
ter).—How shall the Bible be made in- 
teresting to teen-age boys and girls? 
How can they be induced to do the home 
work, in the way of lesson study, which 
will send them to Sunday-school pre- 
pared to discuss the lesson intelligently ? 
How shall church “attendance be se- 
cured? These, with the bigger ques- 
tions of Sunday, observance, amuse- 
ments, and social life, are problems 
about which many a_ conscientious 
teacher is sorely troubled. Mr. Foster 
takes them all up, discussing them in a 
practical way that will be helpful te any 
teacher. (Westmirister Press, Philadel- 
phia, 40 cents, postpaid.) 


Missionary Education in Home and 
School (By Ralph E. Diffendorfer).— 
To create a right attitude toward mis- 
sions we must seek to develop the quali- 
ties of sympathy, love, helpfulness, and 
loyalty, the author holds, and from fif- 
teen years’ experience in the field of 
missionary education, he shows how 
these characteristics may be developed, 
He then takes up in detail the. mission- 
ary. education and training of children 
and young people. With each chapter is 
given a fine list of reference books, as 


well as some thought-provoking ques- 
tions for the reader, or class, if the book 
is used as a text-book. Mr. Diffendorfer 
has done-his work with a thoroughness 
that makes the book valuable to any 
teacher or leader. (Abingdon Press, 
New York, $1.50 net.) 


How to Study th; Bible (By B. B. 
Sutcliffe) —“The Christian’s threefold 
enemy will rise up, and say, ‘No’ when 
we attempt to read the Book,” says the 
author, and in a score of pages he gives 
effective aids to the Christian who would 
say “Yes!” Three points are made on 
“Preparation for Bible Study,” each 
driven home by telling illustration. 
Under the “Practice of Bible Study,” 
meditation, prayer, and obedience are 
discussed, again enforced by striking 
illustrations. The third chapter, “Meth- 
fods of Bible Study,” gives most atten- 
tion to “study by books”; Philippians 
and Matthew are analyzed to illustrate 
the plan. Topical «study and. character 
study are also briefly discussed and il- 
lustrated. The little pamphlet is a 
stimulating incentive to go to the Book 
itself to dig for its riches. (Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
10 cents net.) 


The Dramatization of Bible Stories 
(By Elizabeth Erwin Miller) —A cer- 
tain group of children, under the direc- 
tion of a capable leader,: have drama- 
tized many Bible stories, deciding them- 
selves, after hearing the stories, what 
scenes should be given, using the Bible 
language, and making for themselves, 
after a very careful study of Bible cus- 
toms and-dress, the simple scenery and 
costumes used. The idea is to make the 
story so vivid that the children are sim- 
ply living it over again.. The results of 
this experiment are given miost inter- 
estingly. in this little volume, together 
with. the Bible, stories used in their 
dramatized form. -Such dramatization 





may be helpful to children under wise 
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leadership, but great care must be taken 
that it does not become merely the for- 
mal acting out of a part, without the 


niversity of Chicago 
Inet.) 

The Missionary Education of Juniors 
(By J. Gertrude Hutton)—Too long 
has missionary teaching been regarded as 
optional in many Sunday-schools. Now 
we are.coming to feel that it must -be 
made the very heart of religious instruc- 
tion, as missionary service is the heart of 
the Christian message. In this little man- 
ual, the first of a series of handbooks on 
graded,missionary instruction, Miss Hut- 
ton shows in a very definite way how 
pgs | teaching for Juniors can be 
given. h 
missions concern not chiefly ina or 
Japan or India, but the people in the 
child’s own neighborhood, and ‘she 
shows, by practical illustration, how the 
children may develop a loving sympathy 
for them. The uses of the missionary 
poster, bulletin board, pageants, and 

mes, and pictures and letters from the 
+ held, are shown. Not the least helpful 
of all the good things in‘ this little book 
is the chapter on missionary. stories;and 
reading, with the list of excellent mis- 
sionary’ books for Juniors. (Missionary 
Education’ Movement ‘ of the - United 
States and Canada, New York, 60 cents-) 


Abigail Adams and Her Times (By 
Laura E. Richards).—To Appleton’s ex- 
cellent series of. stories and biographies 
for girls, Mrs. Laura E. Richards, a 
daughter of Julia, Ward Howe, had 
already contributed volumes .on Eliza- 
beth Fry and Florence Nightingale. 
She now adds a third on = Abigail 
Adams,.who has the unique distinction 
of having been wife of one. Presi- 
dent and mother of another, and. who 
was quite as much of a personage as 
either. John. Adams knew. what a treas- 
ure he got when he wedded the daugh- 
ter of the Rev. William Smith, of Wey- 
mouth, and he showed it by the care 
with which he preserved -her letters. 
From these and lesser sources Mr. 
Richards has compiled:a charming biog- 
raphy, which casts light upon American 
life and society.in the later colonial and 
early republican era, and especially upon 
dress, manners, and social usages. Not 
that greater things are neglected. .The 
minister’s daughter took with her into 
courts and the White House the lessons 
she had learned at home, and her hus- 
band also was a Christian in the re- 
pressed chilly fashion of the.times. It 
is noteworthy that she anticipated the 
late H. Clay Trumbull’s view of friend- 
ship as the highest of human relation- 
ships, and the proper goal of marriage 
itself. During his prolonged absences on 
public service she addresses him as “My 
Dearest Friend,” and asks, “Is there a 
dearer name than Friend? Think of it 
for me.” (D. Appleton and Company, 
New York, $1.35 net.) 


What About Evolution? (By W. H. 
Griffith Thomas.) “Some thoughts on 
the relation of evolution to the Bible and 
Christianity,” the author modestly calls 
these two articles, which are reprinted, 
with revision and additions, from The 
Sunday School Tires. There is perhaps 
no other brief treatment which so ade- 
quately answers just the questions that 
earnest Bible students are asking con- 
cerning the relation of the Bible and 
science, particularly the theory of evo- 
lution. The ground is cleared first by 
an accurate statement of the meaning of 
the term “evolution” and a discussion of 
its different applications. Seven leading 
questions that evolutionists have never 
answered reveal the complete lack of 
certainty in scientific conclusions and 
show -that at best evolution is but a 
theory—a “working hypothesis.” The 
greatest scientists are quoted in support 
of this contention. The relation of evo- 
lution and Genesis is clearly discussed, 
showing the analogies, but at the same 
time the distinctive fields that revelation 
and science occupy and the strict limi- 
tations of science in dealing with the 
origin of things: “evolution is not an 
explanation.” A stimming up of the 


child at all. ¢ 
Press, Chicago, 


“Present Conclusions of Science” is a 
valuable addition to the articles as they 





spirit of t wer! being realized by the - 


ey should be taught that. 
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* LESSON FOR AUGUST 18 (Acts2 :.42-47 3 4: 32-35 3632-4) 


The state of 
uncertainty is well illustrated by one of 


. the latest pronouncements of a recog- 


nized anthropologist that “man is not 


the ape, but the ape 


‘ from ] 
- from the man.” A bibliography is added, 


and altogether the pamphlet is perhaps 


- the best thing to put into the hands of 


the college student and others who have 
been puzzled by the oppositions of 
“science falsely so called.” (Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, Chicago, 
10 cents net.) 


m and Common Sense (By 
Donald Hankey).—It is possible to ap- 
preciate an author’s intention, while 
criticising his execution, and this little 
book is a case in point. The author, 
who gave up his life in.the war a year 
ago, is better known by his book entitled 
“A Student in Arms.” He desired to 
help people who were suffering from 


’ the assaults of cheap rationalism, and 
‘ -with this desire every one will have the 


most perfect sympathy. But in the en- 
deavor to be of service he takes a line 
which is in close and constant agree- 
ment with modern criticism, and there- 
by he tends to subvert the very Scrip- 
ture on which he wishes‘his readers to 
rely. 

As in his other books, the author 
shows far too great a readiness to ac- 
cept as true critical positions which are 
still in the melting pot; and when he 
charges the Church with teaching what 
is not true (p. 4) he really means that 
all who do not accept the author’s criti- 
cal position are_ruled out of court. The 
result is that such an attitude is power- 
less against the rationalism he aims to 
overcome, for it provides skeptics with 
materials which they are only too ready 
to utilize against the Bible and -Chris- 
tianity. The best part of the book is 
the section on Mythology; the weakest 
and most unconvincing is the chapter on 
Evolution and Atonement. : 





With the utmost respect for the splen- 
did courage which the author showed 
during his military career, and with 
warm appreciation of much that is truly 
helpful in the more personal and prac- 
tical elements of his teaching, it is only 
the truth to say that his efforts at doc- 
trinal and theological restatement will 
prove almost entire failures, and the 
present book in particular is far too 
slight and superficial to be of any real 
use to the people for whom it is in- 
tended. (E. P. Dutton and Company, 
New York, 60 cents net.) 


With the Children on Sundays (By 
Sylvanus Stall, D.D.).—Objects chosen 
from. ordinary, every-day life, such as 
ropes, scrap iron, keys, a magnet, coal 
and wood, seeds, and the like, become 
at once text and illustration in_ this 
singularly helpful series of “Five Minute 
Object Sermons.” «They were actually 

reached by Dr. Stall, who is. the well- 
Seon author of the purity books, 
“What a Young Boy Ought to Know,” 
etc., to children at the beginning of the 
Sunday morning service when he was 
pastor of a Lutheran Church in Balti- 
more. He skillfully ;weaves in instruc- 
tive scientific facts. In his sermon on 
the Camera, for instance, he says that if 
his congregation of children were out 
far enough in space with a camera, 
where light rays are carrying the pic- 
ture of the Battle of Bunker Hill, they 
could take a picture of it. He then sug- 
gests, and he is continually appealing to 
the child’s imagination, that perhaps 
God uses light to keep a record of men’s 
deed§, for which they must some day 
give account. The book is full of illus- 
trations, some in colors, the most strik- 


ing of which is the Israelite sprigigling . 


the blood of the Passover lamb on his 
door post. The book.might well be in 
the children’s library in every Christian 
home. (The Vir Publishing Company, 
Philadelphia, $1.50 ‘net.) 





What “My Bible 


Course has Meant to Me 


Training School ) 


J 





The Call. of the Unreached Fields—don’t you hear it ? Those last frontiers of 
missions, in the heart of Asia, Africa, South America, and the others? 
Missionary leaders to-day have a great burden of prayer for God to send 
trained workers to these fields in increasing numbers—in army corps where- 


as heretofore they have gone out only in regiments. 


Are you sure that 


God is not beckoning to you to go over there, through a Bible institute, or 
gp : 





+ h l, or 


y? One of the writers of this symposium pre- 


pared for China in such aschool. If you have had the missionary vision as 

the result of attending a Bible Institute, will you not write to the Editor of 

The Sunday School Times and tell him about it, and diso in what other 
ways your course has helped you in your Christian life and service ? 


The Sign Over the Door.—Some years 
ago, whe>on a visit to Toronto, Can- 
ada, I was walking down one of the 
streets and saw a young woman with 
Bible and note-books in hand enter a 
building with the words “Bible Train- 
ing School” above the entrance. 

This aroused a desire that I might be- 
come a student in such a‘school. In 
October, 1907, that desire was’ realized. 

The study of the text-book of that 
Training College (the Bible itself), with 
instructors who believed in it from 
Genesis to Revelation as God’s inspired 
Word, gave me a connected knowledge 
of the sixty-six books as one. It re- 
vealed to me the story of Redemption in 
the Old and New Covenants. I gained 
a broader and more sympathetic’ out- 
look of all the people of the world, and 
thus have realized their need of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

It has enabled me to pray intelligently 
and to give systematically. The organ- 
ized Evangelistic Society gave the op- 
portunity to present a Gospel message, 
to witness, and to do personal work 
with individuals. I learned the blessed 
privilege of intercessory prayer on, be- 
half of our co-workers in distant lands; 
of pleading for the unsaved and of lift- 
ing up my heart in praise and thanks- 
giving to the Giver of all gifts. 

The Christian fellowship and _ social 
intercourse with instructors and - stu- 
dents enriched my life; the friendships 





formed .at the Bible College have been 
one of the richest assets of my life— 
A. G., Spray, N.C. 


Getting the Realization of Christ.— 
My two years’ experience at a Bible In- 
stitute changed my whole life. Having 
been brought up in a Christian home 
where God’s Word, God’s house, and all 
his services were a joy, I cannot point 
to a time of conversion. But while at 
the. Institute,. God the Father’ had a 
most definite dealing with me. I came 
off victor because, as nearly as he has 
shown me how, I have yielded my life 
to his direction. The blessing which 
stands paramount is the realization I 
have of Christ, my Lord and Saviour. 
I knew him before, but somehow “self” 
stood. between, but now I know him and 
he is very near and close. Then, too, I 
am not only willing to go where he leads, 
but I want to go. There is a difference. 
ie Pastor's Assistant, Cedar Rapids, 
owa. 


It Made Me a Sunday-School Mission- 
ary.—When I arrived at the Institute in 
a city distant from my home, I had 
$40 to help pay my expenses. By work- 
ing my way and borrowing $273, which 
I paid back after I went out into Chris- 
tian work, I was able to remain at the 
Institute twenty-seven months. The 
work was hard, but blessed. Little did 


I think, when I entered, that I was to 
be a Sunday-school missionary, in which 
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work I have been. engaged for fifteen 
years. 
my guide knew what I was best fitted 
for. Those were blessed days in fellow- 
ship with students and faculty. I am 


glad that I ever took the step to leave | 


home, and follow the guidance of the 
unseen Friend.—P. R. 
Ohio. 


Gaining a Threefold Knowledge.— 
The Bible Institute gave me a threefold 
knowledge. It taught me to know my 
Bible, to know the Lord Jesus Christ as 
a living, personal Saviour, and to know 
myself. had always been a superficial 
reader of the Bible, but my two years 
at the Institute gave me a thorough 

ounding, a foundation study of the 
Bible as God’s written revelation of 
himself to man. Yet let no one conclude 
that I think upon the conclusion of my 
studies that I have mastered. the: Bible. 
I have but laid a foundation for further 
study. Since graduating, in 1916, I have 
spent one year in further study at a col- 
lege, and every day has impressed upon 
me how thorough and invaluable has 
been the instruction at the Institute. I 
would advise a Bible Institute course 
before going to either college or semi- 


nary. 
Although I had been born again be- 


The unseen Friend who had been | 


. B., Cambridge, |. 





(Continued on the next tage) 


With beautiful illustrations, black and 
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PRESIDENT WILSON SAYS: 


> “A man has deprived 


himself of the best 
there is in the world 
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BIBLE STUDY 


edge of the Bible. 


of Chicago 


Man 


studied one or more of our courses. 


ambitious to train their children in 


camps and in service, etc. 


ing with the Close of the War. 


pupil, not a mere unit in a class. A 
distinguished president in a leading 
university has said that correspon- 
dence work is superior to that done 
by regularly matriculated students, 


“Study to. shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth."—2 Timothy 2: 15. 





who has deprived him- 
self of intimate knowl- 
edge of the Bible.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


is a practical, efficient and economical 
method of obtaining such intimate knowl- 


The Moody Bible Institute 


has a fully equipped department exclusively 
devoted to teaching by correspondence, 


thousands the world over have 
They 
include people of 4ll ages, from a boy of 14 
to a woman past 80; ministers, mission- 
aries, evangelists, busy teachers, physi- 
cians, students ; shut-in people ; mothers 


Word; farmers, mechanics, soldiers in the 


Prepare Now! Fit Yourself to Help Meet 
the Great Demand for Trained Christian 
Workers, which Promises to be Overwhelm- 


The expense is very moderate—many 
times less than is charged for other corre- 
spondence courses—and the instruction is 
unsurpassed. Evefy student is a personal 





We Offer These 
Eight Courses . 


Synthetic Bible Study 
—a fascinating study of the con- 
tents of the whole Bible, ‘‘ really 
in a class by itself.’’ 


Practical Christian Work 
—for soul winners and workers in 
exceptional forms of Christian 
service. 

Bible Doctriné 
—a biblical course in the great 
doctrines of the Christian faith. 


Bible Chapter Summary 
—a unique method of becoming 
acquainted with every chapter in 
the Bible. 


Introductory Bible Course 
—true to its name. 

Evangelism 
—nothing in modern evangelism 
overlooked. 

Christian Evidences 
Ph a old subject brought up to 

ate. 


THE SCOFIELD BIBLE 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
—scholarly, comprehensive, tested 
fora quarter ofa century, and taken 
already by ten thousand students— 
is still presented as the most com- 
prehensive course in Bible study 
ever offered by correspon#iince. 





the 











g™ ™ MAIL THE COUPON WITHOUT DELAY “= 
§ The Moody Bible Institute 
’ Dept. A&, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, I. 
Send me your prospectus giving complete infor- 
8 mation re ah your eight courses in Corre 
t 


§ spondence Bible Study. 
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te the 
Whole World 


THE INSTITUTE ON THE HILLSIDE 


Is a Great Training Camp for Defenders of the 
Faith, Heralds of the Cross, Ambassadors of God. 


DO YOU POSSESS A BURNING LOVE FOR SOULS? 








Wha. '> + set lili, ya 

DO YOU KNOW THE GOOD TIDINGS? 

Is the Bible’ an open book to you? Is the wealth 
of its message of Light and Life and Hope real? 








Is the greatest desire of your life the salvation and sanctification ef men? 
true condition of helplessness and misery, now and eternally, of every soul without Christ? : 
If you really have the call of God and want to learn how to carry the GOOD TIDINGS to sin-sick 


souls, either at home or abroad, come to 


THE MISSIONARY TRARENG 1 ad Oti THE HILLSIDE 


Write for Catalog. NYACK. 


Are you awake to the 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 10th, 1918 








The Women’s College 


OF DELAWARE 


Four-year courses leading to 
A. B. and B. S, degrees, in 


Arts and Science Educational 
Home Economics Agriculture 
Special two year courses in Education and 
Home Economics. Tuition free to students 
from the State of Delaware. For catalog 

and information address 
Winifred J. Robinson, Ph.D., Dean 
Newark, Delaware 














Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 


Aco-educational school and college located amon 
the mountains; College course wit group system 0} 
studies ; Preparatory, Music, Home Economics and 
Expression departments; new Secretarial course; 
Library, Gymnasium, Science Hall and dormitories ; 
rates $240 to $294, including boarding. Write for 
catalog. I. Harvey Brumbaugh, Pres. 











A-vocational Religious College and 
Graduate School for the develop- 
ment of Christian leadership ta 
the ministry, mission field, and 
specialized seryjce. Interdenomi- 
national. Sincerely Evangelical. 
Fireproof buildings, with dormito- 


ries, High — demand for grad- 
ata 





uates. C og. Address 


[ean NATHAN R. WOOD, Gordon Bible College, BOSTON, MASS. 
HOUGHTON SEMINARY 


Five Departments: High School, College. Music, 
Ofatory, and Theology. Minimum expense, No 
fraternities, tobacco, dancing or higher criticism. For 
catalog send to J. S. Luckey, Houghton, N. Y. 


SEVEN-CENT MEALS 3 per week 

. . . per person ; 42 
meals with recipes and directions. _10 cents or 4 cents 
and two names interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, SCHOOL HOME BCONOMICS, 502 W. 69th St., Chicago 


Che Sunday Scyool Fimes 


Philadelphia, August 3, 1918 


Subscription Rates 2 


e School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: 

Five or more copies, either 
$1.00 to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $6. 


a One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
2831 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















The Scarritt Bible 
and Training School 


For Missionaries and Other Christian Workers 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
Corrnez Norledge and Askew 


LOCATION: Buiiding is ideally located for -re- 
creation and health. 

OBJECT : To train young women for all forms of 
social and religious work. Open to 
women of all denominations. Da 
pupils enrolled have privilege of ref- 
erence libraries. F 

COURSES: 48 in number, especially adapted for 
Cheistian workers. Fine field work 

tunities under skilled supervision. 

Courses in Bible, Sociology, Sunday- 
school Pedagogy, Domestic Beience and 
Art, Playground Games, Book-keeping, 
Parliamentary Rules, Elementary 
Medicine and Nursing, and other 
branches of study. Diploma courses 
cover two years. 
Session consists of thirty-six weeks 
divided into three terms. Payment 
made in advance at Depianing of each 
term. Winter term beginning De- 
cember 6th especially heipfal for 
social workers. 

For terms and other information address 


MISS MARIA LAYNG GIBSON, Principal 


PATRIOTIC WORK 


Demands EFFICIENCY 
Keep your son in school until he is Twenty-One 
Give Him the Advantages of 
Pennington School 


(Mid-way between N. Y. and Phila. in New Jersey's Hills) 
Courses prepare for all colleges and technical schools. 
Graduates stand high in all institutions. Splendid 
Business Courses. ‘Lower school registers lads 8 to 
14 years of age. High Scholarship. Efficient Physical 
System. Military raining, and Rifle Practice. New 

ymnasium, with Swimming-Pool, Infirmary, Under - 
control of Methodist Church. High Moral Atmo- 
sphere. Very moderate rates. 8zst year begins Sept. 
25th. Write for information to 


Dr. Frank MacDaniel, Box C. Pennington, N. J. 


DENVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Scriptural, faspirational, Evangelistic, 
Missionary, Systematic, Interdenomi- 
national, Efficient, Conservative, 
Spiritual, Premillennial.. Address, \ 


CLIFTON L. FOWLER, Dean, 
agth and Welton, - Denver, Colorado. 


The Practica! Bible Training School 


is turning out ceal live-wire workers and fitting for 
all branches of Christian work. If you are interested 
in Christian trainiag er in getting a thorough 
understanding ef the Bible, write for a catalogue. 
JOHN A. DAVIS, Pres. Bible Scheel Park, N. T. 


ASTERN COLLEGE. Co-ed. 30 m. from Wash., 
E D.C. A esoth Cgatury Colle ¥ Fine new bidgs. 
Standard A.B. course. A legree courses 
in Lit., Ped., Dom. Sci., Expres. and Bus. for H. S. 
eo. Superior Music Conserv. Select academy 
ior boys and gicis; military tng. Dr. H. U. Roop, 
President, VirGinta, Manassas, Box 104. 


THE BROOKES BIBLE INSTITUTE 
2051 PARK AYE., «+ .- = ST., LOUIS, MO. 

A strictly Bible School for .strictly Bible Workers 
Students room and living expense $4.00 per week. 


Tuition Free. Write for catalog. 
J. H. Gauss, D.D., Supt. 
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THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE 


NYACK-ON-HUDSON 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth GOOD TIDINCS 


My Bible Training Come 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


fore entering the Institute, it meant ob- 
taining assurance that I was saved and 
kept through the Lord Jesus Christ, my 
crucified and risen Saviour. He became 
my personal Saviour, Lord, and Friend. 
He was revealed to me as not my 
Saviour alone, ‘but as the Saviour of a 
lost world, a world to which he had 
commissioned me to bear the glad tid- 
ings. This element of personal work is 
one of the strongest in the Institute life. 

Last of all I came to know myself, 
that in me myself was nothing but sin 


.|and enmity against God, but that in 


Christ I was redeemed and pleasing in 
the Father’s sight. I came to know that 


.in order to work for Christ I must de- 


rive my sole strength from him— 
D. D. D., Pomona, Cal, “3 


Through a Training School to China. 
—At the age of fourteen I became a 
member of the church, although I had 
been a Christian for some time. The 
cali to Christian service came to me. 
My pastor advised me to go to an acad- 
emy and then take a college course. 
This would have meant ten years’ work. 
The proposition loomed up so big be- 
fore me that I soon gave up the thought 
of training for Christian work. My 
parents were not Christians. Mother 
wished me to be an actor, and. father was 
in the saloon business. . 

One night at prayer-meeting I met a 
young man from a Bible Training 
School. Telling him of my difficulties, 
he talked with me about Phifippians 
4:19 and then told me about his school. 
I wrote to the school, and received word 
immediately to come on if I only had 
the train fare. It was then I had my 
first lesson in really trusting Him. 

I was very ignorant concerning God's 
Word and the Christian life when I 
went to the school. Being a Christian 
to me megnt simply being good. I had 
never heard anything about a Christian 
having victory.. Facts about the blessed 
hope were very hazy. But, best of all, I 
learned during my three-years’ course 
that Christ can be a living reality. The 
very atmosphere of the Bible School led 
to a deeper spirituality, and a closer 
walk with God. 

I am now planning, if it is the Lord’s 
will, to take a college course in prep- 
aration for the foreign field, most 
likely China. I thank God that I have 
had the Bible Training School experi- 
ence. We need a foundation that all 
hell cannot shake these days, and my 
training course gave it to me—J. H. E 
Liberty, Mo. 


Inspired a Passion for Soul-winning. 
—After my conversion® at the age of 
forty, the Lord called me to definite 
Christian work. Feeling my need of 
training, I gave up my position, and, 
after prayer, was persuaded to take a 
two-year course in a Bible Training 
School. The Training School proved a 
great blessing. I became rooted and 
grounded in the faith; the Bible became 
more precious as the inspired Word of 
God. Instead of being taught about 
the “Book” I was taught the Book 
itself. 

A course in a Bible Training School 
will certainly give one a passion to win 
souls, and I believe that is why God 
blesses it and the Devil hates it.— 
G. W. J., Cincinnatus, N. Y. 


Helpful to a 70-Year-Old Student.— 
Although I was instructed in the Bible 
at my mother’s knee, and thought I 
knew my Bible well, I found from the 
two courses I took that I had much to 
learn. I am now nearly seventy, and 
am still learning the extreme value of 
God’s Word. I use’ what I have learned 
in teaching and leading meetings.— 
A. H. K., Sharpsburg, Pa. 


My Course Led Me into Institute 
Work.—I had yielded my life to Christ 
and wanted to go away and study that I 
might be more useful in the Master’s 
service, but the doors were for a while 
closed. But when a Bible Institute was 
established in my city, I knew it was in 
answer to my prayer. I was one of the 
two students enrolled. when it started, 


” 
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and finishéd my two-year course with- 


out missing a day or class. I 
do Pesce mony Boi for the srety Escoctnann I 
received while at the school. 

The one desire of the director of our 
school was that every student might 
“see Jesus” in every line of the precious 
Word, and be transformed into his im- 
age, and as we beheld Him in his Word, 
how our lives were blessed and re- 
freshed. The Bible becamea new book 
to me, : 

The biggest blessing that came to me 


through my Bible Institute work was, I~ 


believe, the memorizing of the Word of 
God,. and locating the references. We 
never could give a verse without telling 
where to find it. I am now teaching six 
regular extension classes. I think Bible 
Institute work the need of the hour, and 
I have given my life to it—B. K., Phila- 
delphia. 

Just “What the Bible Teaches.”— 
It was my privilege for over three 
years during my ministry in a Canadian 
city to be a day student in a Bible col- 
lege. I cannot begin to tell of the 
value and enjoyment I got out of it. 
No “ologies,” no “isms,” neither “arts” 
nor “science,” but “what the Bible 
teaches.”—-G. O., New Brunswick, Can. 


‘The American 
Standard Bibi 


Authorized by the American Revision Committee 
THE FIRST BIBLE 


was written in Hebrew 
and Greek. 


EVERY BIBLE 
that is printed in English, 
French or any other 
modern language is a 
translation, 


Since you must read a trans- 

lation—read the best— 

The American Standard Bible. 

Over 200 styles in all sizes of type 
Prices, cents up 

It is not a new Bible. Itis the same old Bible 


that our fathers and forefathers treas- 
ured.—C. G. Trumsutt, Zaitor S. S, Times. 
It is preeminently the versien of the Scrip- 
tures for the common people. 
Rev. J. T. McFartanp, D.D. 
Editor Methodist S. S. Periodicals. 


See Seip ba oll Decheslion, o¢ wal 
ie Se fet Ee Sie 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for over 50 years 
381A Fourth Avenue - New York 
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FRANKLIN ACADEMY 


FRANKLIN, NEBRASKA 
A Real Academy, Really Christian. 
A Boarding School, Co-educational. 
Accredited by North Central Association. 
Three strong High School courses, with 

Music. 

Business and Domestic Seience. 

$200 will pay board, room 

and tuition for the year. 


‘Fall Term Opens Sept. 3rd 
G. W. MITCHELL, Principal 


DO YOU WANT TO BE A LEADER? 
THE CHURCH YOu! 


Hosts of church leaders are with the colors. Lay 
workers must‘fill up the gaps. We will help you 
prepare to do your best. Write. for information 
to Rev. Robert H. Beattie, D.D., President, 


PRESBYTERIAN TRAINING SCHOOL, 
20 Nerth Ashiand Beulevard, - Chicago. 


Bibl T ] Indexes book literature, files ard finds 

**There is nothing to conipare with it.” — Dr.Griffith Thomas. 

**An invaluable tool.""— The Sunday School Times. 

**A great help, Simple and speedy." —Prof. Amos R. Wells. 

“*To be commended without reserve." — The Continent. 
Send for circulars, or the Index itself on approval. 

WILSON INDEX CO., Bor A, East Haddam, Connectical 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that_you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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| Young People’s 
 Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 





25. The Power of the Cross on the 
Frontier. Psa. 107 : 33-43. 


September 1. All for Christ. III. Our Tongues. 


Jas. 3: 1-12. (Comsecration meeting.) 
September 8. Training Conscience and trained 
by Conscience. Prov. 20:27; Psa. 51: 
1-13. (May be led by the pastor.) 
September 15. The Saloon Power and How to 
Overthrow It. Hab. 2: 1-17. 





Sunday, August 18 
Using Our Pens for Christ 
(Luke 1 : 1-4; 3 John 1-14). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week ' 
Mon.—A‘% prophet’s pen (1 Chron. 2: 
19-21). 
Tues.—Paul’s pleading pen (Philemon) 
Wed.—A seer’s pen (Rev. 1: 1-3, 1, 


19, 20). 
Thurs.—The pen of God (Exod. 34: 1-9). 
Fri.—A warning pen (Jude 1-10). 
.Sat—A poet’s pen (Deut. 31: 22; 32: 
1-7). 











What letters might we write for Christ? 
What experience might we write out for 
Christ? 


How may we use our pens to encourage 
others? 


T IS delightful to take up old books 
of the correspondence of long ago and 
to read the leisurely, thoughtful -letters 
that passed between friends or kindred 
before the days of railroads and. tele- 
graphs and typewriters and fountain 
pens. Miss Hanscom’s “The Heart of 
the Puritan” is full of lovely bits from 
such letters. We are in too great a: hurry 
no. to write as our forefathers wrote. 
Ax 4 yet careless as our lettérs;are in 
comparison, with theirs they threw the 
threads. of love. and faithfulness across 
the great web of human life. The, words 
whith ‘are carved deép in ‘the ‘white 
marble over the. portal: of the Post 
Office building in Washington are true 
words, : 
“ Messenger of sympathy and love, 
Servant of parted friends, 
Consoler of the lonely, 
Enlarger of the common life, 
Bond of the scattered family!” 
wf 
Letters. open a way for personal 
Christian service to those who feel timid 
in personal conversation about Christ. 
Dr. Trumbull, in “Individual Work for 
Individuals,” tells of what letters did 
for him and others at the beginning of 
his Christian service. “One noon, as I 
was returning from my midday meal, I 
stopped at the post-office for the noon 
mail, A letter came from my Stoning- 
ton friend. This surprised me, for I 
had not yet acknowledged his letter of 
a few days before. As I read the first 
few lines of the letter, I saw that-it was 
a personal appeal to me. At once 
crumpling the letter in my hand I thrust 
it inte my pocket, saying to a friend 
who was with me, ‘I think there must be 
a big revival in Stonington, if it has set 
my old friend preaching to me.’ Then, 
brushing the subject away from my 
‘mind, I started down Asylum Street 
toward my office and my work. ... 
Before I had read the last of this letter, 
I was on my knees in that corner map- 
room in that lofty tower summit, ask- 
ing forgiveness. of God, and committing 
myself to. a long slighted Saviour. That 
was. a turning-point in my life course; 
and ip a half century. that has passed 
since then I have been renewedly more 
and more. grateful for the writing of 
that letter, and for the loving spirit that 
prompted it.- And I have wished that 
other friends were as true to their 
friends.” “ 


Of course most of us are too bury to 
write letters. We are too busy to do 
much of our duty. But those men who 
can find time to do their duty have no 
difficulty in doing what other people 


‘| But we might write a word now and 


Miller was as busy. as a man could be. 
He edited .papers and magazines and 
as pastor of a.church and had a 
thousand things upon his mind.. And he. 
always had leisure. How many hun- 
dreds of people treasure letters from 
him written in his own clear, friendly 
hand, telling them. of his joy with them 
in their joys and his sympathy with 
them in ther sorrows. He had a won- 
derful way of putting it all so truly, lov- 
ingly, simply, naturally, that. the Saviour 
was seen as:just the dear, sympathizing 
Friend and Helper that he is. _ 

The secret of letter-writing as well as 
of other writing for most of us is the 
open secret of using the odds and ends 
of time. If we wait for an hour or a 
day or a week or.a month*when we can 
sit down and write uninterruptedly we 
shall probably wait in vain or else ac- 
quire such a habit of waiting that when. 
at last the time arrives we shall waste 
it waiting for some more: Do it now. 
If there is time for a line write a line,— 
if for a page, write a page, if for a 
word, write the word.. 


We do not keep introspective diaries 
as Christians used to do. That is well. 


then to Christ or about Him. 

If we need to ask any one’s forgive- 
ness and are afraid, write the letter to- 
day. 

Some one may be waiting just now 
for the letter which just now we ought 
to be writing. ° 

New York City. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











IEW indeed appreciate to the full what 

it means to be the head of a house- 
hold. : It is an exceedingly solemn posi- 
tion and never more so than in. the days 
in which we live. Our sons*are leaving 
us for the gory battlefields, and we 
fathers can be an inspiration to them as 
we part from them and as ‘they turn 
their faces to the scene of conflict. How 
are we sending them forth? Do they 
go as John G. Paton did when leaving 
home at the crisis of his life, with his 
father’s “God bless you, my son! Your 
father’s God prosper you ahd keep you 
from all evil!” Or are they sent with- 
out the heavenly benediction resting 
upon them? A dying mothefsaid to her 
husband, the father of her children: “I 
charge you bring all these children home 
with you-and I shall meet you on the 
other side.” Fathers! are we parting 
with our boys to meet again, or do we 
part to meet no more? 


———- 


August 12to 18 ° 
Mon.—Actc 2: 41-47. Working in the Church. 


There have deen added to the Church 
at times such as Judas, Ananias and 
Sapphira, Simon Magus, and’ Demas, 
but these were not added by the Lord. 
The Lord adds only those who are 
saved. He continues to work like re- 
sults in his church when conditions are 
after his mind. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
own hurch and pastor; that the mem- 
bership may be kept pure and that the 
pastor’s heart may be cheered .by addi- 
tions of a godly sort being added to the 
fellowship; for all your fellow church- 
members and workers; for all organiza- 
tions and agencies active in upbuilding 
the church. 


Tues.—Acts 4: 32-37. 
Using Property for the Church. 
The grace which was upon them all 
expressed itself in giving. No1.e lacked, 
for all gave. It is far better to “lay 
out” our possessions for purposes of 
blessing than to°“lay. up” where moth 
and rust corrupt. A genuine Christianity 


oS 
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The Beginners Department 
(For ages 4 and 5) 
A Two Years’ Course 


Primary Department 
(For ages 6, 7, and 8) 
A Three Years’ Course 


Junior Department ‘ 
(For ages 9, 10, and 11) 
A Three Years’ Course 


- Beginning October, 1918, D ) 
will include material for the | 


The Adult Division 
_(For ages 24 and up) 
Departmental Electives for Adults 






Graded Lessons 

ior boys and girls, and 

for the Young *People, and for the Adults. Note the 
complete list of the Departmental courses. 


The Intermediate Department 
(For ages 12, 13, and 14) 
A Three Years’ Course 


Senior Department 
(For ages 15, 16, and 17) 
. A Three Years’ Course 


Young People’s Department 
(For ages 18 to 23) 
Departmental Graded Electives 





Sunday in October. 


The Departmental Graded Lesson year begins first 
Will your school be ready? 


W, rite“ for free samples and full information. 





New York, 156 Fifth Avenue 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Avenue 


i 








THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
Cincinnati, 420 Elm Street 
Nashville, 711 Church Street, 
Pittsbargh, Granite Building, Sixth Avenue and Wood Street 


St. Louis, 411 N. 10th Street 
San Francisco, 278 Post Street 














counts nought its own but holds all as a 
sacred stewardship. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for wis- | 
dom to rightly disburse the Lord’s | 





think is impossible. The late Dr. J.. R. 


(Continued on the next page) 





Rally! Rally! Rally! 

Farsighted officers realize how important it is to 
make unusual efforts to, bring the Sunday School to- 
gether after the summer ‘vacations. In these war 


times, to neglect Rally Day will be suicidal as well 
as criminal, 


A WINNING FIGHT 
by C. Harold Lowden and others 


is a service that meets the demands of thetimes. It 
is a complete program and will prove a real inspiration 
to your school. Prices, only 45c the dozen; $3.25 
the hundred, not prepaid ; $3.50 the hundred, post- 
paid. - Can you afford NOT to use it ? 

THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Sts. Philadelphia, Penna. 


A book for the Time and for All Times; for Private 
Study and for -Class use. 


THE LAMB OF. GOD, or THE 
GREAT ATONEMENT 


Clear, easily intelligible, Scriptural, Note things 
said of it by, eminent men: Dr. Smith Baker, Con- 
gregationalist, ‘‘1 wish all youns Christians might 
read it.”” Dr. Dougan Clark, Friend, ‘‘ I thank 
for putting it into thy heart to write it.’* Dr. C. 
Fowler, Methodist, Pres. National Holiness Assoc., 
*“*How such books are needed: This one should be 
used as a text book in not a few of our schools. So 
safe, sane and satisfactory.”’ Price, postpaid. $1.25. 
Special rate to schools. Address the.author, 

Wm. P. Pinkham, Huntington Park, Cal. 


THE CALL TO THE COLORS 


is peculiarly appropriate POR RALLY DAY 

A complete service of Song, Kecitations, Exercises 
and Flag Drills, exemplifying Loyalty to Ged and 
Country. OVER THE TOP is another service 
equally attractive. For 10 cents a complete copy 
of each will be mailed to any address. g 


Tullar-Meredith Co., 265 West 36th St., New York, N. Y. 


Book of Scriptural Puzzles, 
Enigmas, Acrostics, Rectangles, etc. 


Entertaining and instructive for young and old. 


Can be used by Sunday School Teachers, Junior 
Superintendents, and in evening socials. 


Price, postpaid, 25 cents 


Mary E. Rowe, 35 Frederic St., Portland, Me. 





. 








‘SAND TABLE WORK 


A new and fascinating method of teaching in the 
Sunday School. Write to-day for illustrated and 
descriptive circulars of our two books and 25 
beautiful cut-outs of Bible scenes. 

Standard Publishing Co., Dept. 34,Cincinnati, O. 





He was actually 





winning souls for 
Christ, but— 


he did not know the plan of salvation. He was 
telling others about Jesus, leading evangelistic 
meetings, and God was blessing his work as souls 
were saved. 

Then he went to some meetings where “‘ The 
meponge of evangelism ’’ was simply, clearly ex- 
— . _Of the messages to which he had been 
istening he wrote : 

“They have been a revelation to me. I never be- 

ms Janet ho fares of -entontion anise, oad 
w ing as personal Saviour really 
aan The have ohared for me a point that 
before always seemed a mystery. 

Do you know just what the Gospel is ? 

Can you make the plan of salvation satisfyingly, 
winsomely clear to others? 


Those messages on the Gospel that gave this 
Christian soul-winner an utterly new but age-old 
light are given in full in a little book containing 
the entire series, — 


What is the Gospel ? 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


It gives God's Word on 


Why Men Are Lost 
How Men Are Saved 
What is Salvation 
The Blessed Hope 
The Victorious Life 
These talks on Evangelism for ‘‘the man 
in the street”’may be had in paper covers 
at 35 cents, or in cloth binding at 50 
cents, postpaid, from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 




















re — 

Many of your queries about the bear- 
ing of archeology on the Bible are an- 
swered by Prof. A. T. Clay’s splendid 
volume, “Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel,” obtainable from The Sun- 
day School Times Company at $2. 
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“CLOSER TO THE ALMIGHTY ” 


HIS is the eilosoghy of Mrs. Gene. Stratton-Porter, the author of ‘‘The Har- 
vester,’’ ‘‘ The Girl of the Limberlost,"’ and other m usly successful stories 

+to bring those who read her books ‘‘ closer to Nature and the Almighty."’ Mrs. 
Porter fas opened the eyes of thousands to the wonder and glory of the world about 
them. © Mrs. Porter, who has spent her lifetime with the birds, the moths, the butterflies, 
the herbs and the flowers, weaves into her stories the love.of Nature, and every one of 


her novels stimulates the reader's interest in the life of the woods and fields. SP 
Mrs. er's stories all have, as a fundamental reason of their existence, the 
author's great love of Nature. ‘To impart this love to others—to inspire many hundreds 


of thousands to look for the first time with seeing eyes at the pageant of the out-ofdoors 
—is her gift of rare quality. ; 

Thousands of people have sent the authgr word that through her books they have 
béen led afield and to their first realization of the beauties of Nature: . 

Through the romance of life and the delights of Nature she directs the mind Npward 
toward the Infinite into an atmosphere that is sweet, cleansing and exalting. 

In writing of ‘‘’‘The Girl of the Limberlost,’’ Mrs. Porter said: ‘‘ This comes fairly 
close’to my idea of a good book. The, book can, and does, present a hundred pictures 
that will draw any reader in closer touch with Nature and ine Almighty, my primal 
object in each line I write."’ 


Over 3,000,000 Copies of Mrs.Porter’sBooksHave Been Sold 


Aer large book circulations come from only ond cause—the recommendation of one reader to an- 
i 


other. Mrs. Porter’s books are wholesome, and there are more good, upri ht, wholesome people 





“ 
i 


* 


n the United States than any other kind. Mrs. Porter's novels are not oniy wholesome and ‘clean, but 
they are er and cheerful. The people who live in their pages do things .and accomplish 
tasks worth while. 


Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter’s first book, ‘ Freckles, "*was published some yéars ago, and sold a few 
thousand; the next year it sold a few more. ‘The following | he her second book, ‘‘ A Girl of the 
Limberlost ’’ was published and Began to sell. Meantime,*‘Freckles”’ 2 4 
went on selling*’more and more until it sold over a 100,000 copies a 
year. Other books followed, tintil in the last six months of rors the 
sales of her books in the United States,. England, Australia, aad 
many other places sold 625,000 copies for six months alone. 


Another reason yey Mrs. Porter’s books have so great an 
appeal is thatthe whole family enjoy them, ‘They are not for men, 
women, or children, but for all three; and an important feature is 
that they will be eagerly read by young people. 


Mrs. Porter’s Novels in 6 Volumes 
AT THE FOOT OF THE RAINBOW 


An idyl of central Indiana—a tale of devoted friendship and 
tender, self-sacrificing love—the friendship that gives freely without 
return, and the love that seeks first the happiness of the object. ‘he 
story reaches real heights of endearing sentiment and tender pathos. 


FRECKLES : 


Few books of recent years have sounded such a new and wholly 
refreshing note as that which dominates ‘‘ Freckles.'’ .}t is a gem, 
full of beauty and sentiment and well worth reading. It is an out- 
door. story filled with adventure and pleasant atmosphere. 


GIRL OF ‘THE-LIMBERLOST~ 


‘This companion story to ‘‘ Freckles’’ has repeated the striking 
success of that book, which, published over ten years ago, has 
steadily increased its teng-of thousands of readers year by year. It 
is an exquisitely simple love story which stands for true womanhood, 
as did “ Freckles ”’ apere manhood. It breathes a message of 
compassion and strength, 


THE HARVESTER 


Mrs, Porter has lavished tipon this umique romance all the 
wealth of nature lore and nature love from her years of patient en- 
thusiastic study. It is acharming blend of love, romance and the 
hidden delights of the woods and roads. 


LADDIE, A TRUE-BLUE STORY 


‘The love story of Laddie and Pamela Pryor, the English 
neighbors of the Strattons, as told by Little Sister, the youngest of 
the Pryors, is a genuine ** home-story’’ close to the heart of Man 
and of Nature. 


SONG OF THE CARDINAL 


A beautiful and touching story of the love ef a Cardinal bird 
for its mate with an appeal to every one who cares for true romance, 
as delightful for its descriptions of wild life and mature as for its 
tender ‘Semen feelings. An exquisite prose-poem, that deserves a 
place of its own in American literature. 


-Rare Chance to Obtain a Special 
Edition of Mrs. Porter’s Novels 


T is the desire of the Christian Herald to give its readers an 
opportunity to procure the best in literature at very reasonable 
cost. Of the many thousands of books which we have con- 
sidered, we selected Mrs. Gene Stratton-Porter’s novels as the ones 
which should be in every Christian Herald home. Arrangements 
have just been completed with the publishers of Mrs. Porter's works 
te,print a special edition of six volumes of the most popular stories 
\this talented writer, These six volumes will be printed from the 
it used in the original edition—the_ type being large and clear, 

t 
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the paper of exceptional quality. The books are bound in fine 


1, with gilt tops, making them especially attractive. ‘'wenty- 
ull-page illustrations. 






set of six uniform volumes cannot be obtained in the book sto 
n be d only as lained in he wary enmened offer beloen 


R OFFER—-SEND NO MONEY NOW 


LE the edition lasts you can secure this special six-volume set of Mrs. Gene Stratton-Por- 
r’s novels at an exceedingly low price and on free ékamination. This — six volumes 
ma is published solely for readers the Christian 
=<=«= ORDER BLANK @222<= — It ma ——— only in — 
with a year’s subscription, but we have made t 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1721 Bible House, New York, N.Y. g terms of payment so liberal that all may take ad- 
Gees : nny pea dey ns o. speraval, all trans- i vantage of this offer. 
portation charges paid by the publisher, a set of your : 
special edition of Mrs. Gene Gratton-Borter's novels 4 SEND NO MONEY NOW { Merely mail 
in six volumes, bound in cloth, with gilt tops. If I blank and th of si i che ay 
keep the books, I will send $1.00 within 5 days and § wn oH ge Sh set ber Be ges = If, aft 4 
will pay $1.00 a month thereafter for 4 months, or a ‘ hve pe charges prepa 4 SF ye a o. 
total of $5.00 in all, for which I am also to receive the “ih book: tag: ay yon: Comes. Be or P 
Christian Herald for x year. If not satisfactory, I J _ba b Poe mery Re rtenptonad ow ge a oe, 
will send the set back to you within five days at your FT So ltot! er ngad sng aon at teal vale te you 





c. 


xD S atic a . 

e meepee. 1 Woes no other obligation in mailing this and your family. But, if yol decide to keep them 
send $1.00 within 5 days after their receipt, and 

: $1.00 a month for 4 months, a total of $5.00 in all 
| eS ee ae eee ae oe aie i for the books and we will also send you the 
Christian Herald for one year,—52 issues. Don't 

Address... Delay! Paper prices and manufacturing costs 


are foing up and it may not be possible for us to 
publish another edition at this very low price after 
the present one is exhausted, 



























For Family Worship 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


money; for grace to hold our posses- 
Sions as a trust committed to us by the 
Lord; for the recognition that it is God 
who giveth power to get wealth, and 
that he may enable us to use what has 
come to us for his glory. 
Wed.—Acts 6: 1-7. The Daily Ministration. 

Tt was very necessary that the daily 
ministration should be attended to, but 
the apostles themselves had more urgent 
business on hand; they must give them- 
selves continually to prayer and to the 
ministry of the Word so that they 
might be fitted and furnished for th :r 
holy ministry. 

Prayer Sudcestions: Give praise for 


the revived. interest in the Coming of |- 


our Lord, and pray. for blessing upon 
the Advent Testimony throughout Great 
Britain; also for the Bible Conferences 
in America, where special emphasis is 
being laid upon this important teaching; 
that we may be more concerned about 
the Person coming than the manner of 
his coming. 


Thurs.—Psalm 122 : 1-9. ‘ . 
Geing Up to Worship. 
“O ’twas_a joyful sound to hear 
Our friends devoutly say, 
Up, Israel! To your Temple haste! 
And -keep your festal day.” 


Such is the language of the true wor- 
shiver as he ascends the hill of the 
ord. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, which 
seeks to give God’s Word simply and 
clearly to every man in his own tongue; 
for the Society’s work in Japan, China, 
Italy, Serbia, and Bulgaria. The So- 
ciety is actually passing through the 
press a revision of the Bulgarian ver- 
sion while the war is on. 


Fri.—1 Cor. 12: 4-11. Diversity of Gifts. 


ifts were not given for show, but 
or service; e tS “every” tian’ 
given his several gifts that the church 
may profit withal. The. gifts, adminis- 
trations and operations all differ, but in 
their origin come from God, who is the 
spring -£ all spiritual blessing. 

Prayer Suacestions: Give praise for 
any signs of révived interest in prayer in 
this hour of world-wide calamity. Pray 
God to save America and her allies in 
this hour oftesting; for the leaders of 
the churches of all denominations that 
they may be caught by a keen desire for 


J Churches! ___Nlice! | 





prayer; fo® the sweeping aside of all | 


materialism. 


Sat.—Eph. 4: 1-7. Worthy of Our Calling. 


As. Christian people we are bound to 
make our lives correspond to our call- 
ing. Our calling is heavenly, and the life 
that is worthy of it will be a life freed 
from selfishness, pride, and arrogance, 


and changed into one of gentleness and’ 


love. We can “walk worthily” only as 
we walk with him. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that we 
may be delivered from slavish anxiety 
and worry; for all mourners and heart- 
broken parents ‘that they may know the 
reality of God’s comfort and grace. 
Pray for the guardi-. care of the Lord 
to be over our soldiers and sailors and 
airmen; for God’s own ancient people, 
Israel, 


Sun —Eph. 4: 11-16. 
The Stature ef the Fullness of Christ. 

What a lesson in unity; so long as we 
fall short of it we are in a state of im- 
maturity. Our differences belong to the 
alphabet stages of the church, and 
as we grow we put away these things. 
When the corn is full grown the sep- 
arate rows are lost to view. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible Conference at Winona Lake, Ind., 
and for the Interdenominational Asso- 
ciation of Evangelists: Pray~that red 
spiritual power may characterize these 
gatherings, and that those visiting them 
may return to their various spheres of 
service greatly refreshed and revived to 
take up their work. 


New Yorx City. 





“he Maus, Bie Boy 


Buy this month's issue on any news-stand, ox cabosepe = 
$1.50 a yéar—15e a copy on newe-stands kis 








Where is the Ark of the Covenant ? 
beams | i: sien 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 




















Young Women! Notice! 


Do you want to TRAIN FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORK? 


Send for catalogue and par- 
ticulars. Some scholarships 
available. Apply early. 


Would you like A TRAINED 
CHURCH WORKER OR [ff 
DEACONESS? 


Young women graduate after 
a two years’ course. Apply 
at once. Correspondeice in- 
vited. Catalogue and par- 
ticulars on application. 





Write to Rev. W. H. Waygood 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
of the Presbyterian aad Reformed Churches 
Deaconess House, 1122 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
REV. WM. H. ROBERTS, D.D:. . Pres. 
MRS. WM. L. MCLEAN . . . . Vice-Pres. 
MR. SAMUELT. KERR...... Sec’ y 
MR. THOMAS R. PATTON .j . . Treas. 
REV. W. H. WAYGOOD, D.D.. . . Supt. 
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GRADED BIBLE STORY BOOKS 
Beautiful, cetored pictures. Somethi entirely new 
for the little folks, Over 125,000 sold. Make ideal 
gift-and reward books. Eight titles. Write for de 

















scriptive circular or send 15c for sample 

















i@ for homes and churches seit og 
AND ORGANS ‘spororal Factory rice tnd eusy 
Williams Piane & Organ Co., Desk T ~Chicage 
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Cuticura. Soap is 
Easy Shaving for 
Sensitive Skins: 


The New Up-to-date Cuticura Method 
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